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p RAYERS for Infants at three or 
four Years Old. 


The Infant's Morning Prayer. 


Lmighty God, the Maker of eve- 

ry thing in heaven and earth; 

the darkneſs goes away, and the day- 
light comes at thy command: Thou art 
good, and thou doeſt good continually, Y 
I thank thee that thou haft taken ſuch 3 


care of me this night, and that I am 43 
alive and well this morning, 4 

Save me, O Lord, from: evil all this 
day long, and let me love and ſerve these 
for. ever, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt We 
Son. Amen, 
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4 Prayers for the Uſe of Children, 


The Infant's Evening Prayer. 


Lord God, who knoweſt all things, 
; O thou ſeeſt me by night as well as 
by day e- 
I pray thee. for Chriſt's ſake, forgive 
me whatever I have done amils this day, 
and keep me ſafe all this night while I am 
aſleep. 
I defire to lie down under thy Care, 
and to abide for ever under thy Bleſſing, 
for thou art a God of all Power and ever- 
laſting Mercy, Amen. 


* 


Child, are theſe, viz. that God made all things, and 
Knows all things; that he ſees us every where, and | 
#5 able to help us ; that be is gracious and merciful ; , 1 
that cue want his protection and care by night and by | 
day, to keep us from evil, and to make us oy ſafe 
and happy : That we are ſinſul creatures, and want 
forgiveneſs, and that we ſtand in need of bis grace 
and kelp to do our duty: That all bleſſings are to be 
ſought of God by Prayer; that he is to be praiſed for 
all the mercies that we receive; and that all our lope 
of acceptance i on the account of Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
of God our Mediatcr, All which things I have com- 
priſed in very plain language; and very briefly in ore | 


— — — 


or other f theſe. tevo Prayers for Children in the very 


* the diſtinct parts of Prayer fuld be particularly ex- 
emplify d in ſo narrow a compaſs, and for the youngeſt | 


5 underſtandings. — 
Wy: If U 


te 75 of life. i cannot be expected that all 
5 


— 
, 


I. 


— — 


ſeon as ever they can. pronounce words, | 
ſhould acknowledge God by Prayer morning, 


f far that purpoſe, (viz.) 


| ſoever I have done amiſs this day, and 
keep me ſafe all this night. | 


Grace before Meat, is to ask of God that by bis poẽ, 


— 
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Prayers for the Uſe e Children. 5 
If Parents defire that their Children, as 


and evening: There is one ſentence in each of 
theſe Prayers for Infants, which may ſerve 


For the Morning. 

Save me, O Lord, from evil all this 
day long, and let me love and ſerve thee 
for ever, | 

7 For the Evening. 
I pray thee, O Lord, forgive me what- 


The Infant's Grace before Meat. 


Bleſs me, O Lord, and let my food 
ſtrengthen me to ſerve thee for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen, 


The Infant's Grace after Meat. 

1 defire to thank God who gives me 
ſood to eat every day of my life. Amen. 

Note, Parents fbould take care to inſtru their Chil- 


dren what is meant ty theſe common terms, Grace be- 
fore Meat, and Grace after Meat, .( viz.) that 


le would make our food nouriſo us, and fit us for his 

ſervice. And that Grace after Meat, is to give thanks: AJ 

for the good proviſion which God makes for us continually, - > 
ek A 


3 Fp. 
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6 Prayers ſor the Uſe of Children. 

I proceed to give ſome Examples of 

Prayer for young Children, from four or 

five years old, to ſeven or eight, , 
Here let it be obſerved, thai I have mac”: 

the Infant's Morning and Evening Prayer 

ſerve for the firſt ſentences of the young 


+ Child's daily Prayers, that I might render 
his duty as palſible 10 7 Children, by on- 


5 e a few more Petitions io what they 


d already learned. 
The young Child's Morning Prayer. 


X mighty God, the Maker of eve- 
try thing in heaven and earth; the 


F darkneſs goes away, and the day-light 


comes at thy command: Thou art good, 
and thou doeſt good continually, I thank 
thee that thou haſt taken ſuch care of 
me this night, and that I am alive and 
well this morning. Save me, O Lord, 
from evil all this day long, and ler me 
love and ſerve thee for ever, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, 
Beſtow on me every good thing that I 
have need of for my body and my ſoul : 
Aſſiſt me by thy holy Spirit to do thy 
will: Make me always afraid to offend 


thee, and let me live and die in thy fa- 


Vour. l 2 
bg 3 4 Hear 
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Hear the Prayers of a Child, O Lord, 
and pardon all my fins, becauſe thy be- 
loved Son died once on earth for ſinful 


creatures, though he never ſinned him- 


ſelf ; and now he lives in heaven to“ pray 
for them and ſave them : Let his name be 
praiſed for ever and ever. Amen, 


* Note, 1 bad uſed the word intercede here, 


abbich ſignifies only to pray for another 3 but 4 


feared that word was too hard for a Child, 


The young Child's Evening Prayer. 


Lord God, who knoweſt all things, 

thou ſeeſt me by night as well ag 
by day : I pray thee for Chriſt's ſake, 
forgive me whatſoever I have done amiſs 
this day, and keep me ſafe alſthis night 


while I am aſleep. I deſire to lie down. 


under thy care, and to abide for ever un- 


der thy bleſſing, for thou art a God of 1 | | 


all power and everlaſting mercy, | 

Bleſs all my friends as well as my ſelf; 
Do good to them at all times and all 
places, and help me always to ſerve them 


in love. 


And when I have done thy will here, 


Prayers for chi Us of Chillen 5 | 


] y thy. grace. aſſiſting me, and enjoy'd 1 
1 0 


a place in heaven to dwell wich thee there, 


hy bleſſings on earth, then give my 


and 


N 
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8 Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 
and with thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : for hea- 
ven and earth, and all things in them, 
are thine for ever and ever. Amen. 


The young Child's Prayer for the Lord's- Day; 


to be added to the Morning Prayer. 


* . 


| Uffer me not, O Lord, to waſte this 

JI thy Day in Sin and Folly ; but let 
me worſhip thee with much delight, 
Teach me to know more of thee, and to 
ſerve. thee better than ever I have done 
before, that I may be fitter to dwell in 
Heaven where thy Worſhip and Service 
are everlaſting. Amen. 


| The young Child's Prayer for the Lord's-Day, 
to be added to the Evening Prayer. 


Moſt gracious God, let me never 
4 forget the many good things which 
I have heard this Day, but let them abide 
in my heart ſo as to amend my Life; that 
I may be able to give a good account of 
them to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Savi- 
our, when he comes to judge the world at 
the laſt day. Amen. 


| = 
Note, I Gould here have choſen rather the Doxology \ 
| of the Lord i. Prayer, but I feared that young Obi laren | 
would not ſo well underſtand it. 
3 | The 


| 
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4 | * 
| 
: 
: 


—— of n gr” 4 - Pp — =, — 


Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 9 


The young Child's: Grace before Meat. 
'Tentreat thee, O God, that the good 
things which I cat and drink, may keep 
me alive, and make me able to do thee 
ſome ſervice, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
thy Son and our Saviour. Amen. 


The young. Child's Grace after Meat. 


I thank: thee, O heavenly Father, for 


my daily food, and for every bleſſing thou 
beſtoweſt, on me: Accept my thankſ- 
givings for Chriſt's ſake. Amen, 


I proceed now to the Examples of Prayer 
compoſed for Children from eight years old 


to ten or twelve, 


The Child's Morning Prayer. 
Reat and gracious God, who haſt 


J created all things by thy power, and 


governelt all things by thy wiſdom 3 thou 


art the Author of all our bleſſings by day (Þ1 


and night, I give thanks to thy Majeſty, 4 


that thou haſt given me reſt. the night, 


paſt, and that. I am brought ſafe to ſee 
another morning, 


Preſerve ine this day, O Lord, from 
every thing that may do me hurt: and 


whereſoever I am, let me remember the 


great God ſees me, that I may not dare to 


% fin againſt him. I praiſe Þ* 


FR" 
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Fo Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 
I praiſe thee, that I have parents“ 
and -friends to provide food and clothes 
for me, and every thing elſe that J want: 
Do them good, I beſeech thee, both here 
and hereafter; and give me grace daily 
to learn what they teach me, and willing- | 

ly to do what they command me, that I © 
| may pleaſe them in all things, and live 
as becomes one of thy Children, 
I I would praiſe thee alſo, O God, that 
thou haſt given us ſo good a King and 

Queen in this nation : Bleſs them and 
their Royal Family with all proper bleſ- 
| ſings, and keep us all in peace. 

I I deſerve no good thing from thee, be- 
cauſe I offend thee ſo often; but I defire 
to be ſorry for my fins, and I pray and 
hope thou wilt ſpare me, and ſhew me 1 
thy love, becauſe thou art a God of mer- 
cy, and becauſe Feſus Chriſt thy Son dy*d 
upon the Croſs to ſave ſuch Children as 
I am, from the pains of hell. | 
No he is gone up to heaven to plead 
with God for them, and to bleſs them: 
Grant, O Lord, that | may ſee his face 
there hereafter, and ſing his praiſes. 
* Here, and in all other places where Parents and 


” Kindred are mentioned, "tis neceſſary that Children 
be taugbt te name only ſuch Kindred as they bave 


i To 
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Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 11 
To thee, O Father, to thy Son and thy 
holy Spirit, I deſire to pay all honour an 


&._ obedience, now and evermore. Amen, 


for me to know. and to do. 


The Child's Evening Prayer. 


Lord our heavenly Father, thou 
haſt made the night for us to take 
our reſt, I pray thee look down upon me, 
and watch over me while I ſleep; for it 
thou take care of me, I need be afraid of 
nothing. «6 
Accept the thanks of a Child for all 
the good things that I have this day re- 
ceiv*d ; and as I lie down in peace this 
evening, ſo let me awake and riſe again 
in peace in the morning to ſerve thee. 
Thou ſeeſt and heareſt every thing that 

I have ſaid or done all this day: O par- 
don every one of my faults, and be not 
angry with me, for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt has 
ſuffer'd death for our ſins, and I deſire to 
truſt in him to ſave me from thy anger. 
Let me learn to know thee while Iam 


a Child, and begin to fear thee, and 


-- Jovethee, and to do thy will wich delight; 
and I humbly ask that thy holy Spirit may 
inſtruct and aſſiſt me in all things needful 


7 
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42 Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 

Hlelp me to Nen Father and 
Mother, to obey all my Teachers and 
Governors, to love my Brothers and Si- 
ſters, my Friends and Neighbours, as 1 
would have them love me: Let me not be 
an enemy to any perſon whatſoever, and 
fuffer not others to be enemies to me. 

I entreat thee, O Lord, for Chriſt?s 
Ge, give me every thing that is beſt 
both for my ſoul and body, for thou: art 
wiſe and gracious, and able to do better 
things for me than I am able to ask. 

And when I have ferved thee to my ut- 
moſt in this world, then take my ſoul to 
hve with thee in heaven, where I ſhall 
ſerve thee far better than I can do on 
| earth, and give thee glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


W c or Youth's Prayer for Lord's- day 


Morning. 


oer tu 1 ju after the other Morning, Prayer. 
God of power and grace, who haſt 
raiſed thy Son Feſus from the dead 


the firſt day of the week, I pray thee raiſe 
my thoughts this day up to Heaven [wheres 


111774 


us Chr | 
0 Al taught me to dll it as | 


Y Lire 0 tay Terre y Lord 
8 ad 
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muſt do to be ſaved from hell. 


Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 13 


Feſus much upon his own day, and get 
more knowledge of him continually, 
Let me know him as the Son of God and 
the Son of man, - whoſe name is . Emma» 
Ne, or God with us, who redeemed. fin- 
ners with the price of his own blood. 
* Let me love to hear and to read of God 
and Chriſt, . and the things of heaven: 
Make me delight in thy worſhip, and 
learn what I muſt believe, and whas I 


Whether I am at Church or at home, © 
let me lay aſide both work and play from 
morning to night, that, I may . honour ( 
thee in the beſt manner I am able; and 
if J ſhould die while I am a Child, ſend 
thy bleſſed Angels to carry me up to the 
holy and happy Children in heaven, for 
the dale of Jeſus Chriſt thy Bute DEF 
Son. Amen. 
The C bild's or Youth*s Prayer Fo Eerra 
| day Evening. | | 
{ To be uſed juſt after the other Exening ys. ) the 
OST holy and moſt merciful 
God, who haſt given us this day 
chiefly to hear thy word, to pray to thee, 
and to praiſe thee : 
I thank thee that I have Friends to 
teach me the knowledge of God the Fa- 


B ther, 


14 Prayers for the Uſe of Children. 
ther, and of his only Son Jeſus Chrift our 
Saviour; and that thou giveſt us thy 


holy Scrip: ures, and ſendeſt thy miniſters 
12 


ſhew us the way to heaven. 
Remember not againſt me, O Lord, 
the tranſgreſſions of this day, but make 
me remember ſome of the good things [ 
have heard or read at home or abroad, 
that I may hate every ſin, and be more 
careful to perform thy commands, 
Let me hope in thy mercy, through the 
merits of Feſus Chriſt thy Son, in this 
world, and ſing thy praiſes among thy 


Saints and holy Angels in the world to 


- 


come. Amen, 


The Child's Grace before Meat. 

I beſeech thee, O Lord, that the food 
which thou provideſt for me may 
ſtrengthen me to perform my daily duties; 
and as thu preſerveſt my life, let it be 
ſpent in thy fear, for the ſake of thy Son 
our bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


The Chiles Grace. after Meat. 
Make me truly thankful, O Lord, 


for my daily bread, and for all other 


mercies which I receive: And help me to 
love and ſerve thee, the giver of all 
good, for Feſus Cbriſt's ſake, Amen. 
IHE When 


Inſtructions inthe Duty of Prayer. 15 


75 


When Children are ten. or twelve years 
old, according to their different capacities, 
they may be taught lo underſtand the ſeveral 
parts of Prayer, as 1 bave diſtinguiſhed * 
them in the following compoſures : and for this 
purpoſe T have here given a ſhort account of 
theſe diftinft Parts of Prayer, by way of + 
Queſtion and Anſwer, A much larger and 
fuller account of them may be ſeen in my 
Treatiſe cald, A Guide to Prayer. 1 

Note, I have yot written this Catechiſm for all 
Chilcrin to learn it ty heart, but that Parents may 


teach them bereby to underſtand the nature of the great 
Duty of Prayer. | 


A CaTzcnuisM to teach Children to pray, 
or Inſtructions in the Duty of Prayer by 
way of Queſtion and Anſwer, _ 


QuesT. J. T E EL me, my dear Child, 
do you know what it is 16 
pray to God ? 

Answ. To pray, is to ask the great 
and merciful God to beſtow on me the 
good things which J want. | 

Q. II. But doth Prayer mean no more 
than this ? | 

A. Prayer ſometimes ſignifies our ſpeak- 
ing to God in a religious manner, about 
any thing that concerns either him or us, 
or the reſt of his Creatures, 
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16 Inſtructions in the Duty of” Prayer. 

Q. III. Fhat are the chief Parts of 
Prayer ? 

A. The chief parts of Prayer-are theſe 
eight, ( viz.) Invocation, Adoration, 
Confeſſion, Petition, Pleading, Self-re- 
fignation, Thankſgiving, and Bleſſing; all 


which are contain'd in this ſhort verſe, 


Call upon God, adore, confeſs, 
Pelition, plead, and then declare 
You are the Lord's; give thanks, and eſs, 
And let Amen conclude the Pray'r. 
Q.IV. What do you mean by Invocation ? 
A. Invocalion is a calling upon God, or 
beginning to ſpeak to him, by ſome of 
his moſt holy Names or Titles, ſuch as, 
O Lord God, Almighty God, my 
„Maker and my Governor. Moſt holy 
« and moſt gracious Lord our God. 
« Moſt mercitu] Father. Our Father who 
« art in heaven. O Lord moſt high and 
« moſt holy. The Creator of heaven 
* and earth. The God and Father of 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in and thro? 
% him our God and our Father. 
Q. V. pal is Adoration, or the ſecond 


1 part of Prayer? 


A. To adore God, is to think highly | 
of him, and to ſpeak humbly to him of 
the high eſteem which we have of his 
Nature and of his Works. Q. VI. 


* * * - a 
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Inſtructions in the Duty of Prayer. 17 
Q. VI. How muſt we adore God on the 
account of his Nature ? 


A. By making mention of ſome of che 


Attributes or Perfections of his Nature, 
ſuch as his Greatneſs, his Power, his Wif⸗ 
dom, his Holineſs and Juſtice, his Good- 
neſs, and the reſt. 

Q. VII. Can you give me ſome inſtances of 
all theſe ? 

A. 1ſt. If I adore his Greatneſs, I ſay, 
© Thou art very great, and greatly to be 
*« fear'd. Thou art high above all our 
thoughts. There is none like thee, 
„there is none can compare with thee. 
„Thy glory reaches above the heavens. 
All creatures are as nothing before 
„ thee. Thy thoughts are high above 
our thoughts, as the heavens are above 
6 the earth.” 

2dly. If I adore his Power, I fay, 
Thou art almighty, and canſt do what 
thou pleaſeſt in the upper and the lower 
worlds. Thou art able to do far above 
« what we can ask or think. If thou 
« wilt work none ſhall hinder. Who can 
* reſiſt thy hand? Who can lift up him- 
« ſelf againſt God and proſper ? ”? 

3dly. If I adore his Wiſdom, I ſay, 
66 Thou art the only wiſe God, excellent 
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18 Inſtrufions in the Duty of Prayer. 


te in counſel, and wonderful in working. 


% Thy ways are unſearchable, and thy 
© judgments are a great deep. All things 
„ are known to thee, even the ſecret 
e thoughts of our hearts. Thou ſeeft 


s us at all times, nor can darkneſs hide 
« us from thine eyes. 

Athly. If I adore God on the account of 
his Holineſs and Fuſtice, I ſay, Thou art 
„ moſt holy in thy nature, and hateſt all 
« fin. Thou art of purer eyes than to 
« behold iniquity with approbation, and 
« finners ſhall not dwell with thee. Thou 
* art a juſt God, a righteous Governour, 
„ and wilt not ſuffer thy laws to be 
«© broken without divine reſentment, If 
„ thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark and puniſh 
« our iniquities according to their deſert; 
* no fleſh could ſtand before thee 3 thy 
« wrath would burn to the loweſt hell.“ 
Sthly. If ] adore the Goodneſs of God, 
I fay, ** Thou art good, O Lord, and 
4% doſt good; thy tender mercies are over 
«« all thy works. Thy loving kindneſs is 
«« exceeding great, and thy compaſſions 
„are new every morning. How graci- 
* ous is our God, and how rich in mercy 


* 


a to all that call upon him ! Thou art a 
"0 God hearing Prayer, therefore we 


come 
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Inſtructious in the Duty of Prayer. 19 
© come to thee in all our diſtreſſes. As 
%a Father pitieth his Children, ſo thou 
«. pitieſt them that fear thee, Thou att 
Tl — and flow to anger, and 
i there is hope of forgiveneſs with thee. 


Qi. VIII. You have given a good account 
how God muſt be adored on the account of his 


glorious nature and attributes: Tell me now 


in what manner you would adore him on the 
account of his works. [7M 

A. By ſpeaking honourably of him, be- 
cauſe 'of his works of Creation, Provi- 
dence and Grace, in our addrefles to him. 


this © | | 

A. 1it. If I adore God for his Works 
of the Creation, Ifay, ** Thon, O Lord, 
« haſt form'd the heavens and the earth, 
« and all things that are in them, Thou 
% didft bring all things out of nothing 
« by the word of thy mouth. Thou 
« haſt created all things by Jeſus Chriſt 


« thy Son. Thou haſt made and faſhion- 


« ed me by thy power, and form'd me 
«« for thy ſervice. Thou haſt made the 
„ Sun to give light by day, and the 
„% Moon and Stars to relieve the darkneſs 


2dly, 


N 


Q. IX. Will you give me ſome inſtances 7 


1 


| 
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20 Inſtructions in the Duty of Prayer. 
. 2dly, If I adore God for his Works of 
Providence, I ſay, Thy wife and pow- 
« erful Providence preſerves and governs 
« all the works of thy hands, Thou 
“ ruleſt in the armies of heaven, and a- 
« mong the inhabitants of the earth, 
© Thou provideſt all things neceſſary for 
« our life and ſupport. Wiſe and righ- 
« reous are all thy ways, tho' they are 
% above our reach.“ | 
3dly. If I adore God for the Works of 
his Grace, I do it in this manner, «+ Tho? 
« thou beholdeſt all the offences and the 
% provoking crimes of mankind, yet 
« thou haſt with-held thy vengeance, and 
« manifeſted thy Grace, How wonderful 
« is that love of thine, which fent thy 
« own Son, to ſave a loſt and miſerable 
„ world! How many thouſand ſinners 
« haſt. thou pardoned, and there is yet 
« more pardoning mercy to be found with 
% thee! How glorious is the Grace which 
thou haſt offer'd in thy Goſpel to crea- 
„ tures who had affronted thee by many 
« rebellions! How long has thy love 
% ,waited upon us, while we have continu» 
« ed in our iniquities ! thou haſt provided 
« a rich ſalvation, and a, thouſand bleſ- 
« ſings, and put them into the hands of 


* Jeſus 
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« Feſus our Saviour, that he might di- 
« ſtribute them to ſuch unworthy:crea- 
« tures as we, What tongues.of men or 
„ angels can adore thee anſwerably tO 
e ſuch mercy ? 

Note, There are ſeveral more particulars on the ac- 
count of cubich God may be adored, ſuch as Lis Eter- 
nity, his Unchangeableneſs, his Faithfulneſs, bis 


Covenant of Grace, his Promiſes, &c. But theſe 
are ſufficient for a pattern of Adoration. 


Q. X. What is ibe jhird part of Prayer, 
or Confeſſion ? 

A. Tis an acknowledgment that weare 
not only mean and incon ſiderable creatures. 
in his fight, but that we are alſo guilty 
finners, and that therefore we deſerve 
Puniſhment and not ang at the hands 
of God. 

Q. XI. In what manner may Children 
confeſs their meanneſs as creatures? | 
**. In ſuch expreſſions as theſe, Lord, 

my original is from the duſt of the 
«: earth, and I am not worthy to lift up 
<< my face toward heaven. I am but a 
e Child, and know little of thee, - and can 
©. do but little for thee. I deſerve no- 
<« thing at thy hands, I can only cry for 
thy free favour and bleſſing, 2? oh 

Q. XII. How are we to confeſs our fins? 

A 1 In general, thus, We are born 
(+ 4 - 80 in. 
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in ſio, and we have too long liv'd in it. 
Our iniquities are many, tho' our years 
are few. Our tranſgreſſions witneſs a- 
gainſt us, O God, they are more than 
we can number: We have ſinned al- 
ways againit a gracious God, and we 
have ſinned too often agai :nſt the light 
of our conſciences. I have deſerv'd 
that thy anger ſhould fall heavy on me, 
becauſe of my manifold offences; I am 
a ſinful creature bo h by nature and by 
practice : have broken thy holy com- 
mands in thought, word and deed, and 
therefore I have deſerved death and hell. 


Shouldeſt thou have puniſh'd me for 


ever, thou wouldſt have been ever 
righteous, but I muſt have been miſer- 
able without hope. I can never make 
any recompence to God for all the diſ- 
honours I have done him, therefore 4 
lie at the ſoot of his mercy. 

a2dly. We may make particular Con- 


feſſions of Sins that we have committed, 
of our careleſnels or neglect of Duties, 
and of the particular aggravations of our 
erimes, as being done Ay knowledge, 
againſt many waraings, 


Q. XIII. What do you — by Petition, 
Rue is the fourth * of Prayer? 


A. Fo 
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A. To make a Petition to God, is to 
ask him for mercies either for Soul or for 
Body, for our ſelves or for others. 

Q. XIV. What mercies do you want for 
foul, which are call'd fpiritual Bleſſings ? 
ö A. I want a ſaving knowledge of 
God the Father, and true Faith in his 

3 «© Son Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour. I want 

true repentance, and to have my heart 

„ made ſincerely ſorry for all my offen- 

« ces. I want pardon of fin, and to be re- 
e ceiv'd into the tavour of God, and have 
« a name and place among his Children, 
« want to be tranſlated from my old e- 
« ſtate of Sin and Guilt, and to be brought 
into the privileges of the new Covenant 
«« thro* Chriſt Zeſus. O that I might be 
« made a new creature, and converted ſin- 
ce cerely to God in my younger years, be- 
« fore ſin, and Satan, and th's world have 
ce taken faſter hold of me! I want to have 
« my ſinful nature made holy by the 
« powerful working of the Spirit of God 
in me! O that I were changed from a 
« yain and evil temper into a ſpiritual, 
5 « holy and heavenly diſpoſition | I want 
« to have all wicked thoughts and ſinful 
, <« deſires and paſſions ſubdued, that I may 
« love God and man, as I evght, and 


per- 
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« perform my duty better to them. I 

« would beg of God to direct me in all 

ce my ways, and to preſerve me from e- 

„ very temptation and ſnare. O that! 

„ might be carried ſafely thro? all the 

% dangers and troubles of this life, be 

„ prepar'd for death, and be at laſt 1 

905 * brought fafe to heaven ! ? 
| XV. What mercies do yon want for 

| your body, or for "this life, which are called 
temporal Bleſſings ? jy 
A, This Body of mine wants daily, 
< food and raiment to preſerve its life: 
© it wants health and ſtrength to do my 
« proper work: it wants protection from 
« dangers every day, and fleepand ſafety 
« every night: And Twant a continual 
% divine bleſſing on my la bours and ſtu- * 
« dies, and on all my concerns in this 7 
*- world, that they may turn to my pre- 
« ſentand future benefit.“ 

Q. XVI. Since you bave given ſo large an 
FR. oy of what you any 7 your ſelf, tell me | © 
what Petitions you ſhould offer to God for o- 
thers, which is properly called Interceſſion ? 
A. I ſhould pray for my Parents, my 
Kindred and Friends, for my Teachers 
and Rulers, that proper Bleſſings may be 
ES on them all, and that my ſelf 


and 
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and others may be mage wiſe and happy 
under their care. Ine pray even for 
my enemies, that God Would give them 
true repentance and forgiveneſs, I ſhould 
pray for all ranks and degrees of Men, 
for Jews, Turks and Heathens, that they 
may be led into the way of Truth and 
Salvation, and eſpecially for the Chriſtian 
nations and the church of Cbhriſt in the 
world, that being deliver'd from the fear 
of their enemies they may grow in grace 
and holineſs, and comfort. 1 
Q. XVII. What is the fifth part of Prayer, 
which-is called pleading with God? _ _ 
A. To plead with God in Prayer, is to 
uſe arguments in a humble manner with 
God to beſtow mercy on us. | 
Q. XVIII. What particular arguments are 
proper to uſe with God in praying to him? 
A. We may plead with God to beftow 
mercy, becauſe our wants and ſorrows are 
very great, becauſe God alone can help 
us, becauſe he is a God of infinite good- 
neſs and compaſſion, becauſe he has made 
many gracious promiſes to thoſe that call 
upon him, or becauſe he has ſhewn fa- 
vour to our ſelves or others in the like 
caſe z and thus we may ſuit our particular 


arguments to our particular occaſions. 
C Q. XIX. 


28 
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Q. XIX. What is the great and general 
argument to uſe with the great God, in order 
to obtain mercy ? © 

A. The name and merits of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, are a moſt powerful plea for 
ſinful creatures to uſe before a holy God, 
in ſuch language as this. Hear me, 
« O Lord, and anſwer my Prayers for 
« the ſake of Feſus thy beloved Son. Has 
«© he not ſuffer'd and dy'd on earth, to 
„ procure theſe bleſſings for ſuch ſinners 
«K as I am? Does he not live in heaven to 
<< intercede and plead with thee for poor 
< unworthy creatures on earth? O may 
« Teſus our great High-prieſt above, 
„ make our Prayers and our Praiſes ac- 
« ceptable to God our Father! 

Q. XX. What is the ſixib part of | 


Prayer, that is, Self. dedication or Reſig- 


nation? |: 
A. It is a vieldiog up our ſouls and bo- 
dies to God as our God, in and thro? the 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, together with a a 
profeſſion of our humble and holy refolu- 
tion to be the Lord's for ever. This may 
ne in ſuch expreſſions as theſe. 
, I was given up to thee by my Pa- 
66 rents in my youngeſt years, I was de- 
% vated 


2 
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« voted to thee by Chriſtian Baptiſm “, 

„ in the early part of my life, and I 

« humbly hope that Jam willing to con- 

© firm theſe obligations, and to give my 

« ſelf up to thee now to be thine in an 

*« everlaſting Covenant, If I had ever 

e any ſolemn thoughts and concerns a- 

ec bout my ſoul, I here repeat and con- 

« firm all my ſerious tranſactions with 

| « thy Majeſty. I humbly lay hold on 
© thy Covenant of Grace, and ſurrender 
e my ſelf to thee as my Lord and my 
| « God, to rule me and diſpoſe of me, 
according to this covenant, I renounce 
/ call my ſins, and devote my ſelf to be 
1 te thy ſervant : I renounce all other Sa- 
4 « viours, and commit my ſelf, ſoul and 
* © body, into the hands of Chriſt as my 

/) 7 «© only Saviour and my Lord. | 
1 Q. XXI. What is meant by Thankſ- 
giving, which is the ſeventh part of Prayer? 

A. Thaikſetving implies a grateful ſenſe 


of the goodneſs of God to us, together 
ls with a humble acknowledgment made to 


: God, and praiſe offer'd to him, on ac- 

ccunt of all the bleſſings we enjoy here, 

and all that we hope for hereafter; and 

that not only for ſuch bleſſings as we have 

* Thoſe who qwere not baptiſed in their infancy, 

ed know how to omit ſuch expreſſions as theſe in Prayer. _ 
| C 2 pray'd 
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pray*d for, but for ſuch alſo as were be- 
ſtowed. on us without our asking. | 

Q. XXII. What bleſſings do we thank 
God for, which were freeh beſtow*d with- 
out our aiking for em! 

A, If we look ſo far backward, as to 
ages before we were born, we may give 
thanks to God even for his eternal counſels 
of peace, in order to the ſalvation of fallen 
man, and for his ſacred tranſactions with 
Chriſt Feſus, for our recovery, before the 
world began, or before man had actually 
finned : We may bleſs his name for ſend- 
ing his only begotten Son into our world 
to die for ſuch guilty and helpleſs creatures 
as we were; and for revealing theſe won- 
ders of mercy to mankind in the holy 
Scripture, 

But particularly we ſhould praiſe God, 
that we were born and brought up ina 
land where the Goſpel is preached ; that 
we have had a religious education under 
the care of our Parents or other Friends; 
that we were not bred up to worſhip idols 
of gold and filver, of wood or ſtone ; 
that we were not deſtroy*d from our very 
childhood, but ſuffer*d to live and grow 
up to the knowledge of he only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt bis Son, whom to know is 

the 


* 


Inſtructions in 
the way to etern chat we bay 
ſenſes and limbs and our right 
ſtanding given by and rear 
even before we were capable 
notice of theſe Bleſſings. - Wk 3» 1 

Q. XXIII. How muſt we thank God ” 3 
thoſe mercies which we have asRd of bim 

A. Theſe are either ſpiritual or temporal 
Bleſſings, for our ſelves or for others; 
we may look back to the fourth part of 
Prayer or Petition, and ſee a more par- 
ticular account of them; and if we have 
receiv'd any of them as a ſpecial anſwer to 
our Prayers, we then ſay, © We praiſe 
% thee, O Lord, that thou haſt conde- 
© ſcended to hearken to our requeſts, ' and 
eto grant us this Favour, '? 

Q. XXIV. What is Bleſſing: or Doxo- 
logy which uſually concludes our Prayers? 

A, This conſiſts chiefly. in aſcribing 
glory and majeſty, praiſe and honour to- 
God as his eternal due, and wiſhing the 
everlaſting continuance of lin honours 
among his creatures. 

Q. XXV. In what manner hbould Wwe 
offer this Doxology or Bleſſing? 

A. Doxologies are uſually offer'd in 
ſome ſuch expreſſions as theſe, (biz. ) 
* Thine is the * the power and | 
[24 C 3 ad the: | 


3 Prayer. 2 2g. | 


glory and majeſty, dominion and power, 


| 3c © ra 


e power, to him be glory in the church 


may” add, To * that has loved us, 1 


* 


ty of Prayer. 
the " "if To God on- 
"KF 11 be 441 6; Jeſus Chriſt ? « 
Io him 98 is able to do ex 
4 Fabundantly above all that we 
think, according to his mighty 


K K K K „ 


« by Chriſt Jeſus throughout all Ages, 
c world without end. Amen. To him 

* that is able to keep vs from falling, and. 
eto prefent us faultleſs before the pre- t 
«6 2 of his glory with exceeding joy, ] 
«<< to the only wiſe God our Saviour be 


« both now and ever. Amen. Bleſſing and 
* honour, and glory and power be to 
4% him that ſitteth upon the throne, and 
i to the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen. 
* To God the Father our Creator, to the 
« Son our Redeemer, and to the holy e 
„Spirit our Comforter, be everlaſting ! 
* -honour and praiſe. Amen. To thee, | ] 
„O Father, to thy Son, and thy bleſſed 
Spirit, be all honour and glory, now 
1 and for ever. Amen. To God our Ma- 
« ker, our Saviour and our Sanctifier, let 
« all creatures give eternal praiſes. Amen. 

Or upon the mention of the name of 
Chriſt taward the end of the Prayer, we 


„ as 


and 


r 
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s and waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
„ blood, be glory and dominion for ever 
1e and Ver. Amen. Or 5 To whom be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
„ Or, To whom with the Father and his 
2: « eternal Spirit, be honour, glory, aud 


ed to God for ſome peculiar inſtances of 
goodneſs or mercy to men, and particular- 
ly to our ſelves or our friends. 51 


4“ praiſe, without end. Amen. 


Q. XXVI. What is the real difference 


between theſe three parts of Prayer, Adora- 
tion, Thankſgiving, and tbe Doxology er 
Bleſſing, ſince Praiſe belongs io all of them? 
A. Adoration is chiefly an aſcribing or 
offering praiſe to God, becauſe of the 


Aorious perfections of his own nature, or 


the greatneſs of his works, or ſometimes 
on the account of his divine relations to 
his reat ure. | _ 

Thankſgiving is the praiſe which is offer- 


 Doxology or Bleſſing in its complete ſenſe 
implies not only an aſcription of - Praiſe 
and Glory, but alſo an acknowledgment 
of the dueneſs of it, and a deſire of the 
eternal continuance of his honours among 
his Cesnse s 2 0 

Q. XXVII. What is the meaning of the 
word Amen at the end of your Prayer f 


„ 


32 Jnſtructions in the Duty of Prayer. 
A. The word Amen in the Hebrew ſig- 
niſies Truth, or Surely : and ' tis the ſame 
thing at if we had ſaid, fo it it, and ſo 
let it be. By this word we declare that our 
hearts confirm all the foregoing expreſſt- 
ons of our lips; and that we deſire and 


hope for the acceptance of our Petitions 
and our Praiſes 


Q XXVIIL Are all theſe Parts of 


Prayer neceſſary to be inſiſted on every time 
we pray to Gd? [= "BY 

A. No, by no means: for we ſhould 
ſhorten and lengthen our Prayers, and 
frame our Thoughts and Expreſſions ac- 
cording to our particular Caſes and Occa- 
ſions. But all theſe parts are mentioned 
here, that we might learn to-know eve 
thing that belongs to the duty of Prayer : 
and indeed moſt or all theſe parts of Prayer 
-may be very frequently uſed in-our ad- 
dreſſes to God. a \ 
218 Q: XXIX. 1s it neceſſary to put'the ſe- 
voral parts of Prayer in this method and order? 
A. Neither is this nor any other certain 
method neceſſary: but the ſeveral parts 
of Prayer are mentioned here in this or- 
der, becauſe it ſeems moſt natural and 
eaſy to young begihners in Religion. A 
great variety of methods will be eaſily 


learned 
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learned and practiſed afterwards, when 
Chriſtians arrive at greater acquaintance 
with divine Things, and attain farther 
skill in this neceſſary and daily part of di- 
vine worſhip. | 

Note here, 1ſf. In the Prayers for Children Thave 
not followed this method, nor put in all the parts of 
Prayer ſo particularly, becauſe I endeavoured to contrive 


every thing in them in the ſborteſt manner. 
Note zaly, In the Prayers for Youth I have left 


out the ſixth part of Prayer, which is called Self. Dedi- 


cation or Reſignation ; partly becauſe fexu Children are 


come ſo fav in the practice of Religion, and partly be- 


' 


cauſe I would Horten every thing as far as poſſible. 
Under the bead of Pleading alſo I have mentioned no 
other Argument but that of the Name and Merit of 
Chriſt, 

Note 3aly. After the Prayers for young Perſons I 
have particularly Peaun tou to vary and change the 
methods of Prayer, and to diſpoſe the ſeveral parts of 
this Duty into a variety of Forms. 

Having laid down ſo many Directions re- 
laling to Prayer in the foregoing Catechiſm, 
I proceed now to furniſh the pious and well in- 
clin'd Youth with ſome Examples of the practice. 


Prayers for Youth of ten or twelve Years 
of Age, 
The Fenth's Morning Prayer. 
[ Invocation, ] 3 Leſſed God, my hea- 
. D Þ venly Father. 
[ Adoration, } It was thy Power that 
TI formed 
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formed me at firſt, and thy Goodneſs.has * 
preſerved me all my life to this morning. 
| Confeſſion.) I confeſs I am a ſinful 
Child ; I know but little of thee, and can 
do but little for thee 3 and tho? I was given 
up to thee betimes, even from my Infan- | 
cy“; yet I have done much againſt thee | 
in breaking thy Commandments in my 
thoughts, my words, and my actions. 
Pelitions. [ 1.) Have mercy upon me, O 
molt gracious God, and forgive me freely 
all my Sins and follies. Let thy holy Spirit 
| teach me to know thee better; and turn 
my heart inticely to God in my younger 
years, that I may not grow old in Sin. Help 
me to obey all thy Commands, to fear thy 
Threatnings, to truſt in thy Promiſes, 
and hope in thy Mercy, as tis revealed to 
us thro* Chriſt Jeſus in the Goſpel, | 
1 9771 Make me able and willing to learn 
1 and remember the things that are taught 
me; nor let me ſpend my time in ſport 
3 and trifling when I ſhould be better em- 
| loy*d. | 
F [3.] Let me be careful to tell the truth 
always, and abhor lying. Suffer not my 


11 * This Sentence may moſt properly be uſed by thoſe 
142 Children, who were devoted and given up to God by 
their Parents in Chriſtian Baptiſm in their Infancy. 
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lips to ſpeak evil of others, nor my heart 
to wiſh any miſchief to them, nor my 


hands to do them injury, 
[ 4.] Keep me from wicked Compani- 


ons, that I may not learn any of their ſin- 
ful ways, for I would fear to ſay or to do 
any thing that may diſpleaſe thee. 


[ 5. ] Provide for me, O Lord, Food 
and Rayment; beſtow on me daily all the 
good things that I want, and ſave me from 


1 evils of every kind. 


[ 6. ] But if thou ſendeſt ſickneſs, pain, 
or ſorrow upon me, enable me to bear it 
with patience, and to repent of my ſins, 
which have made God angry with me. 

[7.] And tho? I am young, let me ſo 


think of dying as to prepare for it ever 
day of my life, that I may ſtand before 


the Judgment Seat of Chri/# with good 
hope when he calls me to account for what 
I have done. 


[S.] Bleſs all our Rulers that the whole 


Nation may be happy under their care. 
' Bleſs my Parents and Teachers; help me 


to obey them cheerfully in what they 
command, and ſubmit to them when 


| they reprove me. 


[ 9. ] Do good to all my Relations, 


make them wiſe and happy; and let me 


ſhew 
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them as I would have them to do to me. 


[ Thankſgiving. ] Accept my ſincere and 
humble thanks, O Lord, for all thy 


works of mercy towards the Children of 


Men. I defire to praiſe thee for ſending 


thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to fave us, and for all 


ſhew my love to all Perſons, by doing to | 


the promiſes of thy Grace which are 


written in thy Goſpel. I thank thee par- 
ticularly for all the Mercies I have recei- 
ved ſince I was born: that I was brought 
up in the knowledge of the true Religion; 
that I have enjoy'd ſo much health and 
comfort in this World, and that thou haſt 
let no Evil befall me this night, but halt 
cauſed me to ſleep and awake in peace. 

[ Pleading in the name of Chriſt, ] Tho? 
I have ſinned and have not deſerv'd thy 
love; yet I entreat thee to remember what 
thy dear Son Feſus Chriſt has done, and 
what he has ſuffered for ſuch ſinful Crea- 
tures as I am. Love and ſave me, O Jod, 
for his ſake z carry me thro' this World 
ſafely, 'and bring me hereafter to that 


blefſed World where he is. 


[ Doxology or Bleſſing. | Now to the great 
and glorious God our Father, our Saviour, 


and our Sanctifier, be honour and praiſe | 
to all eternity. Amen. 


Or 


Sys Oy Wn, es ama 
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Or tbus: 
Jo God the Father, to his Son and his holy 
Spirit, be praiſe and glory for ever. Amen. 


Or thus more at large : 
Now to God the Father who made us 


! at firſt, to the Son of God who dy'd to 
fave us from Hell, and to the Spirit of 


God who maketh us fit for Heaven, let 
all honour, praiſe and obedience, be given 
here and hereafter. Amen, 


The Youth*s Evening Prayer. 
{ Invocation. J N on by and molt holy 
* 

Adoration.] Thou dwelleſt in the upper 
World where there is no night, but thou 
ſeeſt us in the dark, and knoweſt all 
things: thou loveſt the Children that 
ſerve thee and pray to thee; but thou 
art angry with them that forget God, and 
practiſe iniquity, 

Confeſſion.] I would be grieved for 
every thing that I have ſpoken or done to 
offend thee this day, or all my life; and 
yet I find my ſelf ſo ready to offend thee 
every day, that I am angry with my ſelf, 


and am aſhamed before thee, 


[ Petitions. 1.] Lord, pardon all my 
ſins, and ſend me not to Hell for them; 
: D but 


\ 
: 
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but give me more Knowledge and more 
Grace, that wherein I have done amiſs to 
day I may do better on the morrow. 

[2.] Help me to remember my Creator | 
in the days of my youth. Let me think 
often of God and heavenly things, and 
never forget the moſt uſeful Leſſons that 
are taught me daily. : 

[3-] Beſtow the beſt Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven and Earth on my dear Father and 
Mother, my Brothers and Siſters, and 
bleſs all my Kindred. Bleſs our moſt ex- 


dCellent King and Queen, with the whole 


family of Princes. Preſerve the Prote- 


Rant Religion among us, and let Miniſters | 


and People be all taught of God. 
I.] Make me love my Friends with 
moſt hearty affection : let me do good to 


all, and never hate them that hurt me, 
but forgive them as I hope God will for- 


give me. 


s.] Watch over me all this night, and N 


ſtand by me while I ſleep, and then no 
evil can come near me: cauſe me to 


awake in the morning in health and ſafety : ' 


and whenſoever my Body dies, let my Soul , 
live for ever, in thy heavenly Kingdom. 


_ » [Thankſgiving.] O that I could praiſe 
thec as I ſhould do for the mercies which | 
1 = fe relate 


* 
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relate to my Soul as well as my Body: 
I would praiſe thee for my life and my 
health; for my daily bread and my cloath- 
ing; for my Friends who provide for 
me and inſtruct me, and for every good 
thing that thou giveſt me by night and 
by day in this World, and for any hopes 
of happineſs in the World to come. | 

[ Pleading in the name of Chriſt.]. Lord, 
hear the prayers of a poor Child for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son; for he en- 
courag'd Children to come to him when 
he was on Earth, that he might bleſs 
them. Here he died to procure the 
bleſſing for them; and he lives in Hea- 
ven to beſtow it. O may I meet him 
with joy when he returns to raiſe the dead, 
and to judge all the World ! | 

[ Doxology or Blæſſings.] Now to him that 
is able to do for us, exceeding abundantly 
above what we can aſk or think, be glory 
thro? Feſus Chrift to all ages. Amen. 

[Or this Doxology may be here uſed, (viz.)] 

Now to him that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before 
the preſence of his Glory with exceeding 


joy; to the only wife God our Saviour be 


Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, 
both now and for ever. Amen. 


D. 2 [Or 9 
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[Or if the Doxology be more pleaſing.) 
Worthy is the Son of God, who is the 
Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Bleſſing 
and Praiſe, and Honour and Glory, from 
every Creature in Heaven and Earth, Amen. 


The Youth's Prayer for the Lord's day morning and 


evening is the ſame with the Child's, ſo thaf I need 
not repeat it bere. 


Or if Parents deſire a new Prayer for their children 
on the Lord's day, when they are grown a little older 
they may teach them to uſe that which is made for 
ſeveral Children or Youths in Company, changing 
WE into 1, and vs into un, and OUR into ur or 
MINE, and ARE into au, Ofc, | 

And I would here give notice alſo that all thoſe 
Prayers and Graces which are compoſed for one ſingle 
Child may be uſed by ſeveral Children together, if their 
Teachers will change the little Words, 1 into WE, and 


ME into us, and MY or MINE into OUR, and Au into 
ARE, Oc. 


Youth*s Grace before Meat. 


O God, my Maker and my Preſerver, 
thou art graciouſly pleas*d to appoint 
thy various Creatures to become food for 
me, tho' I am very unworthy : I entreat 
thee that my health and ſtrength may be 
maintain'd thereby, that I may ferve thee 
with more care and. diligence every day 
of my life, for the ;ſake of Chriſt our 
bleſſed Saviour. Amer, 45 
Youths 
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Youth's Grace after Meat. 
To thee, O Lord, I render my hum- 


ble and hearty thanks for all the mercies 


I enjoy, and for the food which I have 
now received. Let the Thankigivings of 
my lips be attended with. obedience in my 
life, and let both be preſented by Feſus 
Chriſt thy Son, and accepted of God our 
Father in Heaven. Amen. 


A Morning Prayer for ſeveral Children in- 
Company. 


[ Invocation. FN Reat and glorious God, 
'E the eternal and almigh- 
ty King. 

[ Adoration.) Thou haſt made the Sun 
in the Skies to give light by day, but thy 
Throne is above the Sun in the higheſt: 
Heaven; yet thy Goodneſs takes notice 
of thy poor Creatures on Earth, and thow 
heareſt when Children pray to thee. 

[ Confeſſion. ] Look down, O Lord, and 
Pity us; for we deſire to be heartily ſorry: 
that we have ſo often offended thee by 
breaking thy Commandments ; and when. 
we are ſerious we are grieved to think that. 
we ſhould be ſo ready to break them again. 

[ Petitions, x.] Let not thy anger riſe 
againft us, O God of Mercy, nor puniſh: ; 

RY D 3 us 
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us as our faults and follies deſerve, either 
in this World, or in the World to come. 
But when thou bringeſt pain or trouble 
upon us, let us be patient under it, and 


gros the better for it; always conſidering 


that Sin is the cauſe of ſorrow. 


[2.] Send thy good Spirit into our Y 


Elearts to ſubdue our evil. inclinations. 
Make us new Creatures, and form us after 
the likenels of thy Son Ze/us Chriſt. 

.] Preſerve us from the danger of 
evil Company, and Jet us chuſe and love 
them that are wile and good: nor ſuffer us 
to waſte thoſe hours in idleneſs or play, which 
are allotted for our learning or work. 

g.] Keep our Hearts from malice and 
from evil thoughts: preſerve our tongues 
trom evil, lying and flandering, and all 
evil Words: withhold our hands from 
Hghting and ſtealing, and all evil Actions: 
guard our feet from running into miſchief. 

[.] Let us dwell together in peace and 
love, and be ready to help one another at 
all times: nor let us dare to fin againſt 
God in ſecret, remembring that we zre 
always in his ſight, 
| _ [6.] Grant us ſufficient Food and Rai- 
ment while we live; increaſe our ſtrength 
daily. Secure us from Sicknels and from 


Death 
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Death in our younger days, that we may 
do much ſervice for thee on Earth; and 
when we die, and our Bodies are carried 
to the Grave, let our Souls be taken-up 
to live for ever with thee and with thy Son 
Jeſus in the Kingdom of Glory. 
[7.] We pray thee, bleſs all our dear 
and honoured Relations and Friends, and 
grant them thoſe Mercies that are proper 
tor them here, and eternal life hereafter. 
[8.] As we adore thy Goodneſs, O 
Lord, in giving us a Proteſtant King and 


Queen, ſo we aſk. thy richeſt Bleſſings to 


deſcend on them and om all the royal houſe. 
May all our Rulers govern us wiſely, and 
ae a us in peace and ſafety from Ene- 
mies abroad and at home. 

[9.] Give wiſdom to all our Teachers, 
that they may inſtruct us in what is beſt 
for us to know: aſſiſt us to learn ever 
thing that is needful for us in this vas 
or that may help us in our way to Hea- 
ven. And if our Parents or Governors 
ſee it neceſſary to correct us, let us not 
grow ſullen, but meekly ſubmit and take 
care to amend what we have done amiſs. 

[ Thankſgiving. ] We praiſe thee, O Lord, 
for all the Bleſſings we have ever received, 
for they all come from thee. We give 
n _ theg | 
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thee thanks for our reſt the laſt night, and 
that we find our ſelves in peace this morn- 
ing; we bleſs thee for our Sight and our 
Hearing, for all our Senſes and Powers of 
Mind and Body ; and above all for the 
Holy Bible, which is thy Word, and for 
all the Helps that we enjoy in order to 
the Salvation of our Souls. 
carefully fulfil all our Duties every day, 


that we may come with delight to worſhip - 


thee when the Evening returns. 

[ Pleading in the name of Chriſt. } Hea- 
venly Father, accept all our Prayers and 
{ Praiſes thro* the hands of Jeſus Chriſt thy 

well beloved Son, who died for ſuch Sin- 
ners as we are, and roſe again and went 
to Heaven to plead for us there. 

[ Doxology or Concluſion, ) Bleſſing and 
Honour, and Glory and Power, be aſ- 
cribed to God the Father who ſitteth upon 
the Throne, and to Jeſus the Lamb of 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


An Evening Prayer for ſeveral Children to- 
gether in Company. 


| [Invocation. } O Lord God Almighty, 
1 Creator of all things in 
Heaven and Earth. 

* LAdo- 


Let us ſo 
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[ Adoration,.} Thou haft appointed the 
Night for reſt, and thou watcheft over 


thy Children while they fleep, ſo that if 


we pleaſe thee we need not be afraid of 
any thing that can hurt us. Thou ſeeſt 
us in the darkeſt hours, and knoweſt all 


that we think, as well as all that we ſpeak 
or do; therefore we would ever fear to 
2? ſin againſt thee, Thou haſt all Power, 
and art rich in Mercy; therefore we pray 
to thee for every thing that we want, 


[ Confeſſion.}] But we deſerve no good 


thing from thy hands, we are brought 


LE SN — 


into the World with ſinful natures, and 
wie have ſinned grievouſly againſt God. 


Too often have we done the things which 
thou haſt forbidden, and we have roo often 
refuſed or neglected to do what thou haſt 


commanded. 


[ Petitions. 1.] Forgive, we pray thee, 


all the evil Words that we have ſpoken,, 
and all the evi] Works that we have done 


ever ſince we came into this World: 
make us truly ſorry for all our ſins, and 
et us repent of them heartily here on 
Earth, that we may not be puviſhed for 
them in Hell, We are one day older 
than we were before; O that we might 
de ſo much the wiſer and better! 


[2.]. Gra- 
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[2.] Graciqus God, take care of us all 


this Night, and raiſe us up again in the 


Mornipg to get more Knowledge of thee, 
and to do more ſervice for thee. Let us 


daily be better prepar'd to appear be- 


fore the Judgment-ſeat of our Lord 
Jeſus Chyiſt, when he ſhall come in the 
clouds to call the world to account be- 
fore him, 

[3-] May our dear and honour'd Pa- 
rents be beloved of God, and let it be our 
conſtant delight to pleaſe them, Bleſs our 
Kindred and Friends, our Governors and 
our Teachers, the Rulers of the Nation, 
and the Miniſters of thy Church : Shew 
great kindneſs to them who ſhew kindneſs 


to us: forgive our enemies, and help us 


to forgive them, O Lord, as we hope and 
pray for thy forgiveneſs our ſelves. And 
make us ſincere in deſiring their good, who 
have done us much, evil. 

- [Thankſziving.} O moſt merciful God, 
we render our hearty thanks to thee for 
all the good things that we enjoy; we 
Praiſe thee that we have had food to nou- 


riſh us this day, and have a bed to reſt on 

this night; that we have a houſe to dwell. 
9 clothes to keep us warm; that we 

have Friends who gave us up to thee in 


in, an 


Our 


\ » 
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V 
2— — - — 1 —— 
—_ — 


Prayers for Youth. 47 


our youngeſt years *, and who take care to 
inſtruct us in things neceſſary for this life, 
who teach us alſo thy holy word, ig order 
to guide us in the way to life everlaſting. 
x CPleading in the name of Chriſt, ] Tho? 
our ſervices are not worthy to come up 
before thee, yet our bleſſed Saviour knows 
what Prayers we make: O that he would 
2 preſent them to God his Father, that the 
may be heard and anſwer'd for his ſake, 
for it is our deſire to truſt in the Lord 
Teſus ! 

[Doxology.] To whom with the Father 
and his holy Spirit, let us and all creatures 
pay everlaſting Honour. Amen, 


A Prayer for the Lord's day for ſeveral 
" Children or Youths in company. 


[To be uſed juſt after the Morning rear 
Lord our heavenly Father, thou ha 

appointed this day for thine own 

worſhip, and haſt made ir our duty to hear 


thy Word, and to offer up our Prayers 
and Praiſes to thee, 


* This ſentence belongs only to thoſe who have had 
tous Parents or religious Friends : But as this prayer 
's to be uſed in company, very probably this ſentence 


agree to the circumſtances of the- greateſt part of 
\ | be hilar enn. 


A 


Keep 


—U )— — — nn 
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Keep us, we pray thee, from all vais, 
and idle thoughts, words and actions 
When we are taught the great truths of | 
thy Word, let us take pains to remember | 
them, and obey all thy precepts : When 11 
we read or hear thy promiſes, let us firmly , 
truſt in them and fear thy dreadful threat- 1 

ſo 


nings: Let us know what our ſins are, 
that we may mourn for them; and let us 

learn who our Redeemer is, that we may „ 
love him, and give up our ſelves to him „ 


as our King and our Saviour, e 


O that we might be better acquainted 
with him who came down from heaven, 
and died on earth, to make fatisfaction for bee 
our offences, and to fave us from lin andijt - 
hell; who roſe again from the dead as or ther 
this day, and is gone before us to heaven, tanc 
to prepare a place therg for all his fol- nh 
lowers! To him be honour and glory, and erin 


thankſgiving for ever, Amex, Heer: 


A Prayer for the Lord's day for ſeveraÞra; 
Children or Nau, together in company, | 
[To be uſed juſt after the Evening Prayer. Gr 
God of mercy, we give thanks te 
thee that thou haſt given us anothe oy; 
day of grace, that we poor ſinners ma; hac 
be acquainted with the way of (alvation. ac 7 
I | 
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{ 
O let thy holy Spirit teach us over a- 
| gain the moſt uſeful things that thy word 
and thy miniſters have taught us, and 
| print them upon our minds, fo that we may 
not forget them: Let us know more of 
q thee, and love thee better all our lives by 
| what we have read or heard this day. 
| Make us take delight, O Lord, in this 
> | ſort of imploy ment, and let us never grow 
; weary of it, that we may be fitter for hea- 
1 ven, where Saints and Angels worſhip thee 
| continually, 
d The Lord pardon all the fooliſh thoughts 
„ we have had this day! If our hearts have 
r been ſerious in any duty, we acknowledge 
dit is the work of thy grace, and we praiſe 
o thee for it, humbly hoping for the accep- 
N ance of our imperfect ſervices, upon the 
\- kccount of the perfect obedience and ſuf- 
nd ſerings of Feſus Chriſt our bleſſed Re- 
leemer. Amen. 


ra prace before Meat for ſeveral Chilaren | to- 
gether. 


7.4 Gracious God and Father, who out of 
* Thy rich bounty art pleaſed to make daily 
theſroviſion for us, we entreat thee, bleis 
ma hat we ſhall eat or drink at this time, 
wt gat it may 3 and fit us to mm 
? a 
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all our duty cheartully both to God and 
man, for the ſake of Chriſt our Lord, and 
dur Redeemer. Amen. | 


( 
- F , 1 
Grace after Meat for ſeveral Children lo- 

gelber. 11 


| | We render thanks to thee, O Lord, for | 


il the food and refreſhment which thou haſt I 
now given us. Help us to lay out our h 
time and ſtrength in doing thy will; and 0 
Het our Prayers and our Services be pre- Y 
{ ſented to thee with acceptance, by the n 
bands of Feſus Chriſt thy Son and our Me- 1% 
Autor. Amen. 2 
I J proceed next 10 the Patterns of Prayer th 
| nl compoſed for young Perſons of fourteen or ne 
j fifteen years of age, ſuppoſing them. to be more B 
gl capable of adding, omitting, or altering what far 
8! they ſee fit, to ſuit their own caſe and oc th 
2; ſions, and of forming other Prayers for bem- 
14 ſelves according to theſe examples, | 2 


A Morning Prayer for young Perſons, | SO 


{ Invocation. ] Lord God moſt high and 
moſt holy, the Creator 


? 


the Governor and the Judge of all mankind q | 
'{ Adoration.) IJ adore thy Majeſty, and _ 


worſhip thee with humble reverence 
I Thou 


Prayers for young Perſons.” 5827 


Thou art infinitely wiſe; powerful and gra- 
cious, far beyond our higheſt” thoughts, 
and above all our praiſes. Thou haſt 
made the day- light ſor the buſineſs of life, 
and haſt raiſed me from the bed of ſleep to- 
2 ſee another morning with comfort. 
3 {Confeſſion.] I acknowledge before thee 
I am utterly unworthy to come into thy 
holy preſence: My original is from the 
Jdauſt, and my iniquities have render'd me 
| viler than the beaſts that periſh, -I am by 
e | nature unholy and unclean ; and tho! my 
_ | years are but few, yet my ſins are many: 
My daily actual tranſgreſſions witneſs a- 
gainſt me, and deſerve deſtruction from 
r the hand of thy juſtice, ſo that I can make 
Jr no pretence to merit before thy throne: 
„ But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that 
az ſinners may be encouraged to return to- 
thee with hope and love. 
uw. | [Petitions for one's ſelf. 1.] Let thy 
mercy, O Lord, blot our all my offences, 
for the ſake of the ſufferings of thy beloved 
Son, and let a ſinful creature find favour 
in thy ſight, upon the account of his 
complete obedience, and his bloody death. 
[2.] Pity me, O heavenly Father, un- 
wy der my natural blindneſs and ignorance.. 
5 Inſtruct me by thy word and thy good 


or 
ind 
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Spirit, that I may know more of my felt, 


and my own wants and weakneſſes, and 


that I may know thee better in the diſco- 
veries of thy grace. Teach me the pre- 
cepts of thy law, that I may learn what 
is my duty, and let me grow daily into an 
humble acquaintance. with Cbriſt Jeſus, 


who is the righteouſneſs and the ſtrength, 1 


and the life of his people. 
(3. ] Work in my heart ſincere repen - 
tance for all my paſt offences, and let my 
faith in Jeſus be ſuch as thou wilt approve, 
ſuch as may draw my heart near to God in 


holy love, and produce the good fruits of ' 


obedience in the whole courſe of my life. 
I would commit my ſelf into his hands, as 
my only and my all- ſufficient Saviour, to 


deliver me both from fin and from hell, and b | 


to bring me fafe to his heavenly kingdom. 


. 
1 


4 
KC 
. 
A 
” 3 


4. Form my ſoul, O Lord, after thy 5 


holy image, which was loſt by the fin ot 
my firſt; parents. Rectify all the irre- 


gular' inclinations that are within me. Keep 


me from the power of unruly appetites, 


and from ſudden and ungovernable paſ- 


Bons of every kind. Help me to ſet a 
conſtant watch over all my ſenſes, and the 
wandering imaginations of my heart, Sup- 


Preis all undue reſentments of whatſoever 


I 


injuries 


+ 89 Ky dd 
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injuries I, meet with: Let ſuch a meek and 
ſerene temper be wrought in me, as ap- 
peared in my bleſſed Saviour here on 
earth, for I would fain be like him, and 
imitate his holy pattern. Kindle in my 
ſoul ſuch a pious flame of love to God, and 
charity towards men, that I may make it 
my delight to do good to all, even to thoſe: 
who have done me hurt. But let my love 
in a ſpecial manner go out toward all 
thoſe who bear thine image, and who 
love Jeſus thy Son, whatſoever leſſer 
differences of party, opinion or intereſt, 
may be between us. | 

[.] And as I entreat thy grace to guard. 
me from all youthful luſts by its inward. 
influences, ſo let thy kind providence ſe- 
cure me from the ſnares and temptations 
of this vain warld, and from the daily 
occaſions of in, that iniquity may never 
get the victory over me. And if at any 


time I am more expoſed to ſpecial dangers. : 


in the circumſtances of my life, the more 
let me experience the preſent aids of thy 
ſpecial grace, that I may be preſerved? 
from the defilements of the age and place 


where I dwell: Suffer me not to be led 
away by evil companions, to forſake the 
Paths of truth 15 godlineſs; nor let me 


3 ever. 


— 
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ever be afraid or aſhamed to profeſs my 
felf a worſhipper of Grd, and a behever 
in Feſus. 

[6:] Let health and peace be continues 
to me this day, and no evil occurrence 
attend me. Direct and incline my heart 
to employ every hour of my time aright, 
and enable me ſo to fuffil my various duties 


to God and man, that I may in ſome mea- 


ſure approve my ſelf in the evening to. 
the enquiries of my own conſcience, and 
be approved by thee, my Judge, at the 


laſt day. 


[7 ] "When thou ſeeſt it needful to cor- 
reck me, O my God, let it be done in 
meaſure and in mercy ;. and let the fruit 
and effect thereof be to take away my 
fins, and to make me partaker of thy 
holineſs. 

" { Reſignation. I refign my felf up en- 
tirely to thy 2500 EY, and: the 
conduct of thy wiſdom, according to the 
covenant of thy grace. I deſire to be 


thine in life and death, and in the world 


* Nor would 1 | 
Fay for my ſelf only, but for all men, as 


to come for ever. 
[Petitions. for others. 


on haſt 24 ght me. Enlighten the whole 


arch with the light of thy goſpel : De- 


liver 
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liver thofe that are perſecuted for Righ- 
teouſneſs ſake, from the harids of thoſe. | | 
that hate them; and let the ſpirit of per- 
ſecution be rooted out from among men: 
When ſhall the time come, O Lord, that 
the liberties of mankind, and of thy gof- 
pel, ſhall be aſſerted and vindicated b 
the rulers of this world * Wen ffrall ft 
be that all the Kings of the earth ſhall 
bring their power and glory to ſuppoit 
the cauſe of true Religionn © 
[2.] I bleſs thee, O Lord, from my 
very ſoul, that thou haſt beſtow'd on this 
my native land à Proteſtant King, and 
that we enjoy our religious and civil pri- 
viteges, under his Government : Enrich 
him and his royal Conſort with the choiceft 
of thy Bleſſings, that they may adorn the 
high ſtation to which thou haſt exalted 
them with. the exerciſe of every virtoe, 
and may become illuſtrious patterns of all 
goodneſs. Let their crown fit long and 
eaſy on their heads. Eſtabliſh their royal 
Family and Offspring in the earth, that 
in their ſucceſſive feaſons and ſtations they 
may become guards and artaments to the 
Proteſtant inckteſt. 
* F3.] May all inferior rulers be directed 
by thy ' wiſdom, and influenced by thy 
5 ö grace, 


®. 


© 
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grace, that they may be made publick 
Bletlings to this kingdom. 
I.] Maintain thy goſpel in its power 
| and glory: Let the miniſtry of thy word 
be attended with a rich ſupply of thy 
Spirit, that thy Church on earth may be 
| enlarged daily, and knowledge and holi- 
neſs may increaſe and abound among men. 
As.] Look down in mercy. on my dear 
Relations and Friends. Bleſs my Parents 
and Kindred with all the neceſſary gifts of 
Providence and of Grace, Manifeſt thy | 
love to all thoſe that love me, and enable 
mme from my heart to forgive all that have 
done me hurt: Let them repent of their 
| ſins, O Lord, and be made partakers of 
OY forgiveneſs. . #h 


leading.) Many. are the | favours. I 


| 

| 

| 

| have requeſted of thee,, O my God; but 

bow ſhall I plead with thee, and what ar- 

guments ſhall I uſe to prevail that I ma 

| obtain them? I know, and I have confeſ 

that I deſerve nothing at thy hands; but 

| doſt thou not delight to diſcover thy free 
and rich grace, and to make thy mercy 

triumph over, the unworthineſs of thy 

Creatures? Haſt thou not promiſec to 

| hear the cries of, the humble? And does F* 

| not thy word aſſure me, that. thoſe who i? 


f 
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! ſeek thee early ſhall find thee? Are not 
young Petitioners always welcome to thy 
| throne ? Has ndt Feſus Cbriſt thy beloved 
Son pleaſed thee in all things, and pur- 
chaſed by his death all the bleſſings chat 
I cam ſtand in need of? Let the prayers 
ol a worthleſs creature come up before thee. 
this morning with acceptance,” on the ac- 
count of thy Son, who is our great High- 
prieſt, and intercedes for us in heaven at 
N thy right hand. F314. 251 00 $1.42: 91 
 {Thankfgiving.) In his name alſo would 
IJ offer up my humble thanks for all the 
mercies I enjoy, and for all that I hope for. 
It is to thee, O God, that I owe my very 
life and being, my health and eaſe, and 
the uſe of my ſenſes and my limbs: Thou 

giveſt me ſafety in the night, and the bleſ- 
ſings of the morning. It is from thee I 
derive all the benefits of food and raiment, 
the daily ſupports of nature, together with 
the rich promiſes of Grace and eternal Sal- 
vation. To thee therefore, O Lord, I 
pay all honour and praiſe. 
 [ Ble/mg or Doxology.) And may the name 
of God. my Father, my Saviour and my 
danctifier, be glorified to everlaſting Ages. 
namen. | 2666339 111 
* 


2 | 
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An Evening Prayer for young Perſons. | | 
[ Invocation] Reat and glotibus Ma- 1 
ug ! | jeſty, the God and Fa- | ? 
ther of our Lord Feſus. Chriſt, who haſt | b 
encouraged us on his account, to call thee h 
n 
b 
ce 


Our God and Our Father, look down from 
heaven, the habitation of thy holineſs, 
and take notice of -a poor unworthy crea- 
ture, who is come to bow down and Wor- 
ſhip this evening at thy footſtool. | 
' [ Adoration. ] Thou art God, and there 
is none elſe; the heavens: and the earth 
were created by thy word: All things are ;. 
ever within thy view, nor can the ſha- an 
dows of the night hide me from thine eye: "AY 
Thou knoweſt all the works of my hands, 4 
and the ſeeret thoughts of my heart. * 

[Conſeſſion.] How ſhall a guilty rebel | te 
lift up his face toward thy throne? If I has 
had only the fins of this day to account | 
for, I muſt ſtand condemned in thy ſight ; alas 
for my heart has too often forgot God; ,,.;1 
nor has my zeal and diligence in duty been ve 
anfwerable to the obligations thou haſt fu 
laid upon me. The beſt of my ſervices pri 
are too imperfect to deſerve thy love, noiſthy 
can all my obedience merit the pardon o all 
one of my paſt tranſgreſſions. 


r Petition 0 
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[ Petitions for one's ſelf. 1.) But if J lie 


at the door of thy mercy, O my God; 
3 I come to beg the forgiveneſs of all my 


* "I 
8 : 


innumerable offences, for the fake of thar 
bleſſed Atonement which the Lord Jeſus 
has made by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Let 
my crimes be waſhed away in his precious 
blood, and let a worthleſs ſinner be ac- 


cepted in thy beloved Son. 


{2.] Spare me, O moſt gracious God, 
according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies. Cut me not off in the flower of 
my youth,. though my ſins have deſerved 
it. Let me not go down to the grave in 


an unpardon*d and unholy ſtate, leſt I be 


for ever miſerable : Lengthen out my 


days to do more ſervice for God and man, 
| and to ſecure my belt intereſt and my 


eternal hope. Spare my life till thy grace 

has made me fitter for the hour of death. 
{3.] Look into my heart, O Lord; but 

alas what a world of corruption and vanity 


wilt thou find there! O take out thence 
every evil thought, and ſubdue every ſin- 
ful inclination. Mortify all the vicious 


principles which thou ſeeſt in me. Let 
thy bleſſed Spirit renew my ſoul, ſanclify 
all the powers of my nature, and make me 
holy as God is holy. Strengthen my pigs 

reſo- 


from the pollutions of the world, and 


lies or ſins that have this day overtaken | 


| thou tee it neceſſary to ſmite me ith the 
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reſolutions under all the frailties of youth, 


and againſt the aſſaults of temptation; * 
for tho* I would willingly avoid = | ſ 
thing that diſpleafes thee, vet I know my pl 
own weakneſs, and therefore 1 huinbly | tl 
put my ſelf under the conſtant protection hi 
of thy grace. Preſerve my younger years | 8 


guard me through all this dangerous ſtage N 
of life. Let me not repeat any of the fol- 


me, but help me to ſet a more careful and 
3 watch over my thoughts, my 
tps, and my actions, that I may not 
offend my God, and make continual work | 
for bitter repentance. } 

[A.] Chuſe thou, O Lord; my inhe- 
rirance for me, and my portion in this | 
world, and be thou my portion in my | 
happineſs i in the world to come. Let not | 
my heart be ſet on grandeur and riches, | 
but fix my affections on the things that FTP 
are above, where Jeſus Chriſt is at thy 
right hand. Let me be truly content 
with the diſpoſals of thy Providence in ſet m 
this preſent life, waiting for jay and com- Pe 
pleat felicity in the next. 

5.] And O my heavenly Father; if bs 


8 rod 
— 


— 


| 
b 


- | 
| 
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rod of afflict ion in this ſtate of trial, make 
me patient and ſubmiſſive under all the 
ſorrows I ſuſtain; let me receive with 


holy meekneſs the correcting ſtrokes of } 


thy hand, ſince, I have ſo often and ſo 


highly provoked thee. Bear me up under 
all the heavy burdens that may be laid 
upon me, and carry me ſafely thro* the 
ſoreſt trials and difficulties that may at- 
tend my way. Let me never be diſcou- 


raged in my duty, nor grow weary of 


well- doing, truſting to thy gracious pro- 


miſe, that I ſhall reap a joy ful harveſt in 
due time. if I faint not. 

[6.] Search me and try me, O Lord, 
this evening, and diſcover to me where- 
in I have wandred from thee : making me 
truly penitent for all my wandrings, and 
reduce my feet to the paths of holineſs 


the end of every day, let me be better 
prepar'd for my ſolemn appearance before 
hy awful ſeat of judgment: and by the 


$ 
. and peace. Thus by judging my ſelf at 
* 


id onſtant practice of piety here on earth, 


in 


et me grow daily more meet to perform 
the buſineſs of heaven, and to, enjoy the 


75 leſſedneſs of thy kingdom. 


if KReſignation or Self-ſurrender.] And now, 


ne D my God, what ſhall I do to become 


Od 


F more 
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more entirely thine ? I would make a freſh 


tection of thy Providence, and the guard 


charge over me while I fleep, and ſuffer t. 
no evil imaginations to moleſt or diſquiet a 
me. Whetherl wake or ſleep, live or die, x » 


ſurrender of my ſelf, both ſoul and body, 


| 
to thee for time and eternity. I would | 1 
Jay my ſelf down to reſt this night under \ 


the ſhadow of thy wings, under the pro- 1 


of thy Grace. Let thy holy Angels have 


let me be the Lord's for ever. 
[ Petitions for others. 1.] O thou Almigh- | 


ty Maker of Mankind, thou Father of an 


the ſpirits of all fleſh, look down and pi- | hi 
ty a loſt miſerable world. Send thy Goſ- | hi 
pel of light and love among the Heathen | his 


nations: Reſtore thy ancient people the | N: 
Fews to thy favour, by the faith of Fefſus, | 


whom their fathers crucified : Enlighten Ca 
and recover thoſe parts of the earth hea 
which lie under the deluſions of Mahbomet : lov 
Deſtroy the kingdom of Antichriſt, which is \ 
has ſpread it ſelf fo wide among the coun-| hol 
tries of Europe: Put aneverlaſting end to up 
Popiſb Idolatry, Superſtition and Fyranny Rel 
over the conſciences of men. Relieve ing 
thoſe who ſuffer for the ſake of truch in the 


all quarters of the world: Whereſoever be d 


the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt is preach'd,yj exa 
let] ty 1 
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let it be made very ſucceſsful for the ſal- 
vation of ſouls : and cauſe pure and unde- 
filed Religion to flouriſh among all thoſe 
who profeſs it, thro' the more abundant 
influences of thy holy Spirit. 

[2.} Continue to endow our moſt gra- 
cious ſovereign King GzeorGe, with all 
thoſe human and divine qualities, which 
are neceſſary for ſuch a Governor, as- 
ja ſtands at the head of the Proteſtant intereſt. 
in the world. Give him length of life, 
| and his people's univerſal love. Let wiſe 
and faithful Counſellors ever ſtand before. 
him; and by the aids %of thy Grace, let 
him ever purſue the things that make for 
his own happineſs, for the welfare of the 
> | Nation, and the peace of the Churches. 
„ - [3-] Bleſs our moſt excellent Qgeen 
a CAROLINE with thy richeſt influences from 
h heaven, that ſhe may live long to be a 
lovely and powerful example of all that 
h is wiſe and good. May the royal houle- 
1 hold of Princes and Princeſſes be trained 
to up in the knowledge and practice of true 
iy, Religion and Virtue, that in their grow- 
ve ing. years they may become Bleſſings to 
in} the, world: And let Virtue and Religion 
er} be defended and encouraged by all that are 
di] exalted to ſtations of honour-and authori- 
let] ty in the land. F. 2 [ 4.] Be- 


— 


— 
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[4.] Beſtow thy choiceſt favours on my 
dear Parents, Sc. and on all that are re- 
lated to me in the bonds of nature ; Jet 
them be made partakers of- thy heavenly 
and everlaſting Grace. Bleſs my ſuperi- 
ors of every kind, my Teachers and my 
Governors; and may I behave my ſelf in. 
my ſtation of life as becomes a Chriſtian, 
towards all thoſe whom thy Providence 
has ſet over me, 7 

[Thankſ; foing.) After the many requeſts {| 
I have ofer'd or the mercies I want, I j 
beg leave to render humble thanks to thy 
Majeſty for the Bleſſings I have received. 
J praiſe my God for the meaſures of eaſe | 
and health which I enjoy, for the kind 
Providences which have attended me this 
day, and that ſo many of the comforts of. 
life have been continually provided for 
me, that I have not been expoſed to thoſe | 


hardſhips.and temptations which have ſur- b { 


rounded others in their younger years. | 
Above all I bleſs thee, O Lord, for | 


the wonders of thy Grace, in providing 


ſuch a divine and glorious method of re- 
covery for ſinful mankind : Bleſſed be our 
God who has ordain'd of old a. covenant 
of mercy, and forgiveneſs for guilty crea- 
tures, and has ſent. his Son Feſtus to be the 

; chief. 


1 


| 
| High-prieſt above, that I dare offer this 
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ch;- Meſſenger of this Covenant, to con- 
Em the promiſes of it, and to purehaſe the 

, bleſſings of it with his own moſt. precious 

blood. I praiſe thee for the full and rich 

diſcovery of all this Grace to mankind in - 
the holy Scriptures, and I deſire for ever 
to praiſe- thee, that while millions of 
young creatures are bred up in ignorance 
and groſs darkneſs, I was born and 
brought up under the ſound of thy Goſ- 

1; and that I have been led into an-ear- 

y acquamtance with thy holy word, 


ineſs. 

[ Pleading in the name of Chriſt.] Accept, 
| 1 entreat thee, all theſe Petitions and 
+ Thank-offerings.in the name and for the 
: fake of Jeſus Cbriſt, thy well-· beloved Son 

and my only. mediator- Tho' L Would 


* wherein lies all my hope of eternal. hap- . 


| humbly hope my heart is fincere before 
4 | thee, and anſwers to the words of my lips 


in theſe my addreſſes to the God of hea- 
ven, yet *(is only by the hand of my great 


evening ſacrifice of Prayer and Praiſe. 
1 | Daxologyor Blaſſing.] To Ged only wiſe - 


and almighty, be glory thro? Tein bt 'S 
for ever. Amen... 


Ew may here uſe this Denology ÞP. N 


F. 3.. Now. 1 


2 l. 
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Now to. him that hath loved us, «g 
waſhed us from our Sins in his own blood. t 
and hath brought us near to God and his = 
Father, to him be glory and dominion r 

v 
E 


for ever and ever. Amen. | 

tor if. the uſual Doxology be more pleaſi ing.] 
To him with God the Father and-his 5 a 
a 


eternal Spirit, be ene and glory tor 
ever. e. 


* ** 32 eee 


— 
A 


We young Perſon Prayer for Lord's- day- N | 
bi to be uſed , with the other | 
Morning Prayer. 1 


Ternal and 4 glorious God, Who 
E dwelleſt in light which no man can | 
approach, who liveſt and reigneſt for ever | 
and ever; I thank thee. for that comfort- 
able ſueceſſion of nights and days, which | 
thou haſt given me the week paſt: and ta 
tho? I have finfully abuſed too many ſea- Hf. 
ſons of merey, and waſted too many days 
af: grace, yet thou haſt brought me a- 
wan: to ſee the light of another day of | G 

Son of. man. Help me, O Lord, | gl. 
this day to commemorate the rifing of my | to 
hlefied Redeemer from the grave, and let II 
wy heart be raiſed to the heavenly world, | int 
| and to Jeſus who fits there at thy right} rea 
| 5 glory «. 88 2 off 

Tor. Banich|} +. 


„ 


VP ˖ͤ ⁰ —‚‚ ²ůmu O r 1 i= 8 — 
* 


» — 9 a 


Ly —— 8 r roo * 


? . 
— TID * — 


do the age and to the nation wherein live, 
| The book of merey and ſalvation is put 
into my hands, and I have been taught to 
read the covenant of thy grace there: I 

offer my humble thanks to my exal ted Sa- 
yi 91 viour, 
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Baniſh from my ſoul every vain thought 
this morning, that I may begin the day 
with God. May thy bleſſed Spirit viſit 
me with his divine influences, and abide 
with me in all the publick and private du- 


ties of Religion; for without his gracious 
| aſſiſtance I can do nothing that ſhall be 


acceptable to thee, or effectual to my own 


| ſalvation; * 2 2 


I adore the mercy of our God, that he 
has not left the fallen and ſinful race of 


| mankind to. periſh without hope. Bleſſed 


be thy name, O my heavenly Father, who 
haſt ſent down thy well-beloved Son to 
publiſh thy Grace to a guilty. word, and 
to redeem thy people from hell and eter- 
nal death. ' Bleſſed be Jeſus the only be- 
gotten Son of God who condeſcended to 


take our fleſh and blood upon him, and by 
| hls own death to become a Reconciler of 
ſinſul creatures to thy offended: Majeſty, 


I adore and praiſe thee, O moſt gracious 


| God, that thou haſt conveyed down theſe = 
glad tidings thro* ſo many hundred years 
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| 


_— 


— 


viour, that he has ſent his miniſters to ex- 
plain his word, and to preach to us the 
things that belong to our eternal peace. 
O may l attend with chearfulneſs and 
holy deſire upon the ordinances of thy 
houſe this day ! and may I. find thy pre- 
ſence in the aſſemblies of thy people, for 
thou loveſt the gates of Zion, and thy 
Church is thy holy temple, where thou 


art wont to diſplay thy power and glory. 


While thy word 1s read or preached, let 
my ſoul be engaged in deep attention and 


reverence: Let thy miniſters be taught of 


God, and happily unfold the great and im- 
portant things of thy Law and Goſpel to 


men. Let them preach the truth as it is 


in Jeſus, and ſpeak with power to the con: 
ſciences of the hearers, particularly to my 
conſcience, O my God! May I find fome- 


thing in thy holy inſtitutions this day ſuited 
tothe ſtate and temper of my ſoul, that! 


edge of God, 
may gain victory over ſome ſin, and make | 


may learn more of the know] 


ſome happy advances in ſerious Religion. 


: entreat thee, O Lord, ſuffer me not 
any longer to be a drowſy, an idle, ora. |. 
forgetful hearer of thy word: May my. |; 

to thee with due fervency 


4 * - 


in the Prayers that ſhall be offer d to thy 
l | Majeſty, 


— 
— 


* 
* 
CY 


- WY 
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' Majeſty, and wo fore lips ſing thy praiſes 
| with holy joy et no vain amuſements 
| Tr my eyes and my heart away from live- 
ly devotion, and the divine pleafures of 
thy ſanctuary, May this world, with all 
the cares and trifles of it, be forgotten and 
| vaniſh from my thoughts, nor intrude in- 
to my folemn hours, or interrupt my 
humble converſe with thee, Let me 
come away from thy houſe under the light 
of thy countenance, ſatisfied with thy 
love, and longing for the return of ſuch 
holy ſeaſons. | 
In the name of Feſus, and by his hands, 
I defire to offer up this morning ſacrifice,” 
and I would intreat and hope for accep- 
' tance at thy Mercy-ſeat, O God, in the 
virtue of his bloody death, and his ever- 
| laſting Interceſſion. In the evening ler 
my heart be filled with holy thankfulneſs, 
and have rich. occaſion for it thro* the 
plentiful communications of thy. Graco. 
And may the God of peace, who brought 
again from the dead the great Shepherd 
© of the ſheep, thro' the blood of the ever- 
a. Jaſting covenant, make me perfect in 
y- xvery good work to. do his will; work-. 
Y + Jng in me that which is wel}: pleafing i in his 
y light thro* Chrift Jeſus, to whom be glory 
[3 Jor ever and ever. The 


— 
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The young Perſon's Prayer for Lord's-day- i 
Evening, io be uſed together with the other | qi 
Evening Prayer. to 
Ver bleſſed God, the Father of Glo- þ] 

ry and the God of all Grace, this R 

day haſt thou invited me to attend on the pe 
worſhip of thy houſe, and haſt opened to ed 
me ſome of the treaſures of thy Sanctu- th 
ary ; thou haſt cauſed me to hear the ſo 
words of eternal life, and called me to ha 
join with thy people in the voice of Prayer M 
and Praiſe: But how poor and imperfect mi 
are my beſt ſervices? How unworthy of an- 
thy acceptance, O'my God, who art ſur- Le 
rounded. with ten thouſands of worſhip- bu 
ping Angels, and the Spirits of the juſt up 
made perfect? | Ri, 
I deſire to bow my knees, and confeſs | tio! 
before thee with ſhame and forrow, how ter 
heavy and dull my heart has been amidſt anc 
the quickning Ordinances. of thy houſe : ly, 
How often have my Thoughts ſtole away | thi: 
from thy preſence, and wandred afar off | bee 
among the Cares, the Buſineſſes, or the in n 
Vanities of this. Life? In how cold and 
formal a manner have too many of my nan 
Devotions this day been offer*d up to thy me 
holy Majeſty, and how little of- thy word thee 
has been treaſured up in my heart? fſthre 

In O moſt 


4 " 
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O moſt mercitul God, forgive the ini- 
ö quity of my holy things, and lay not ſin 
to my charge. I humbly truſt in the 
blood of Jeſus thy Son, and his perfect 

2 Righteouſneſs, to anſwer for all my im- 

pertections. Tho? the day be almoſt end- 

| ed let not the work of it be all loſt: Let 

P thy good Spirit bring to my remembrance 

| ſome of the ſacred Inſtructions which J 

have heard in thy houſe ;, and ſo far as thy 

" | Miniſters have ſpoken agreeably to thy 

t mind and will, let my Soul retain the ſenſe 

and ſavour of it for many days to come, 

Let not all the good ſeed be ſown in vain, 

but do thou cauſe ſome part of it to ſpring 

t up and bring forth the bleſſed Fruits of 

Righteouſneſs in my following Converſa- 
tion. O may I love God and Man bet- 
ter, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus my Saviour 

t and my Hope, May I hate Sin more dai - 
: ly, and find my ſelf more weaned from 

y | this Fleſh and this World, which have 

ff been ſuch unhappy Clogs and Hindrances 

e in my attempts to honour God, 

d And yet, O Lord, I would bleſs thy 

y name alſo, that I hope there have been in 

y me ſome ſincere breathings of Soul toward 

rd thee: I humbly hope that I have found 
Ithro* thy grace ſome holy exerciſes of 

L Faith, 


only groan and ſigh unto thee in ſecret, fe 
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Faith; Submiſſion and Obedience While N f 
T heard or read thy word, and ſome re- | 
liſh of ſacred pleaſure in thy Worſhip, | 
and that both in my ſolemn retirements þ 1 
and in the congregations of thy people. |! , 
Blefled be God who has not utterly for- « 
ſaken his own Ordinances, not forgotten h 
his unworthy ſervant. Accept I pray thee |! © 
all my fincere endeavours to love and ſerve { 
. 
tf 
A 
V 


. + Mas ll 


thee in the name of Jeſus my only Media- 
tor. Carry on thy own good work in me: 
Let every ſpark of thy heavenly Grace be þ 
cheriſhed and improved till ic grow up | f 
hereafter to Joy and Glory. | fo 
I adore and praiſe thy name, O God, an 
that we have peace and liberty given us E 
by our Rulers, that they are become the fo 
Guardians of our religious and civil Pri- | 
vileges, and that we can wait on thee in Th 
publick Aﬀemblies, and none make us a- 
fraid. Pity thy poor ſcattered people un- 
der the dominion of popiſh and idolatrous 
Princes, thy diſtreſſed Children who can 


and are forbid the pleaſures of thy 
Sanctuary. { 
Heal the wretched quarrels and ſcan- 
dalous diviſions that are found among the 
Chriſtian Churches. Teach them the 
I wiſdom 
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wiſdom which is, from above, which is 
/ firſt pure an then peaceable, and which 
abounds, 1n dhe ING of mercy and love. 
s Refordd them all, bleſſed Saviour, and 
removè from 1 them whatſoever is 
F. to the nature and denen of thy 
holy Religion. 

; kbar fe ch ſac red Advaittage and Sea- 
fons of Grace 45 1 have this da) enjoy 'd, 
may train up my Soul under the aids of 
thy Spirit to a preparation for the bleſſed 

uy Aſſembly of Saints and Angels above. 

With them I deſire humbly to join my 

4 it and my praiſes. Salvation, 4 1 
, |; and Glory be ; aſcribed to our 9915 wha 


as | fits upon the Throne, and do th 5 4 108 
de |for ever and ever. Amen. TR 


* 7 k ? ey k 


in | be daun Perſe? Grace 1 K we" Meat 
a. | | oben alone. N 


n- W cakes God, the Ma 2 the 
Lord of all things,. thou openet,t the ſtar 
pf thy bounty, and provide 
food : May t bleffing attend ie, that 
ay be nouriſhed to dò thee ſervice and 
honour 3: and may enjoy thy ſpegial 
n- | ove amidlt the common bleſſings of thy 
he Providence, for abe ſake of, tu my Lord 
he and Saviour. 2 MI 7219204 8 1 
The ” 


UE 
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1 a 
We; { Grate after Meat, 7 
* Beg wh "alone. e. N ch 


1 acknowledge thy great, 1 Godt 9 th 
Lord,. in feeding me with food convenient, C 
for me, in giving, me. e means of, ( race 
and the hopes of Glory: Let me walk 
n feat and lavefanſwerable to vi 
Ye grelegt 1 and; my S555! hopes th 

Chris fakes Ann. do 
The young, Perſon's: Grace before Meat, in | | go 

Company. 

Moſt mercitul God and Father,” whe | 

55 5 urrer ly: unwortby 'of the Jeaft of | 
fayours,” yet thy bbugty is RIF fur- . 
Ag as wah ele daily fupports ef life: e 

Let us always eat and din Bled medera- 

tion and temperance, z and let us be train- 12 

ed up by the bleſſings of thy Providence, | 
ang the aſſiſtanges of thy Grace, till we 

re made fit forthy Glory; for th fake of 4. 2 

Tee out ond Mediator. © Ann,. 5 — 


5 Y T9 * [ 169 7111 I wo 
7 he Wing | Falte * Grace ue Ae „In way 
1 Company... b 


Wbt helene eas Wc ix 1 
hoe, 3 horabwapity hinalave Ap. 0 
uns life, and fopche:promibes, andb h 


10 J. 


of better life to com#? Letgus never /9w7 


abuſe 


abuſe our preſent mercies, but ſhew our 
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ſincere: thankfulneſsby improving them to 


thy honour and our on eternal comfort, 
thro* the interceſſion of thy Son Jeſus 


* Nee e Re 9 e 


45 
K 


| 


= 


Mm 
* 5 


; 
Ci 


f| 


* 


in 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
A ſhorter Grace before Meat. 


Bleſs us, O Lord, and bleſs the Pro- 
viſions of the Table to our uſe, that whe- 
ther we eat or drink, or whatſoever we 
do, all may turn to thy glory 200 our 


good for Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


A ſhorter Grace after Meat. 1 


Let God be praiſed for all our ſu 
and enjoyments on Earth; and for àlbout 
hopes of Heaven, chro- Ja. _ dur 
Dlefſed Savidur, Auen. 


'l PVParions Methods in FOI f LAS 


HO the foregoing Frayers compoſed for Youth 

and young Perſons f 'the Mg ir Eben 

are caſt into a plain wel cy Method, ſo as to include 
——. ani f Hrayes in anatural er for the in- 
N,, Lg aue, *. 4 as 1 intimated befove, jo 


rf Le alſo repeat it here) 7; Prayers are not. at- 


5 and in the ſame Method, um indeed "tis 


5 ele, rat ath an exa# order fronld 52 'obferven. Mere 


ro 
Q 


gr 


el 


ii too much confinement and reſtraint laid upon the fres- 
2. the fervency. and the ſpirit of Devotion hy too friit 
A obſer vance of ſuch a Rule. It is better generally 
10 Inter mix theſe diftinti parts of. Prayer 4 as in the fel 
lowing Bxatnples;© © 

5 os & [ Ado» 


76 Various Methods of Prayer. 


{ Adoration and Thankſgiving.) Not unto | " 
us, O. Lord, not utito us, bor to thy holy | 
name be honour and praiſe: Thou art | bl 
great in power beyond/all our thoughts, 2 
and thou haſt done great things for us] rif 
above all our praiſes. Thy heart is full | 
of compaſſion and love, and we bleſs thee | 
that thou haſt ſhewn thy love and com- 
paſſion to us, in raiſing us from our loſt | 
eſtate, and leading us into the way of fal- | 
vation. . 
[ Adoration and Confeſſion. 5 Thou art a 
great God, and glorious in thy holineſs, | 
but we are guilty and unholy Creatures; | fin 
how ſhall we lift up our faces to thee, or W 
appear in thy preſence? i fer 
* Adoration and Petition.) Thy mercies, er) 
ord, are exceeding great; pity us in rie 

our ſinful ſtate, and raiſe us from our | gre 
guilt and wretchedneſs. | wn L car 
| Or thus:} ] dea 

There is rich Grace and Forgiveneſs ma 
wick thee, and plenteous redemptidn with I. 
thy Son Jeſus. O let our iniquities be all Wa 
forgiven, and let us be. partakers of that kn 
rich Grace, thro' the death and inter- giv 
ceſſion of our bleſſed Redeemer. * 
[Confeſſion and Thankſgiving.], How are 
our ſouls coyer'd with guilt, and our na- ye 
. cures} 


* 


| are we to come before a holy God? But 


| 


: bleſſed be that Grace that has provided 
2 Way both for our pardon: and our 
rification, Bleſſed be our God,. who has 


open'd the fountain of the blood of Chriſt 


| 


his Son, to waſh away out defilements, and 
has appointed his own 18 to rene out 
natures in holineſs. 


{ Confefſiow and Pitition. ] Ah Lord, how 


| | wrexched is our ſtate by nature? How 


L | 
» | 


5 


| 


ſs 


ignorant are out minds? How full ate our 
hearts of "iniquity and folly ? and how 
 linful have our lives been. in thy ſigbit t 
What ſhall we ſay unto thee, O thou ob- 
ſerver of men! We lie at thy foot and 
, cry for merey. Save us from the miſe- 
| ries we have deſerved; blot out our tranſ- 
112 for ever, and take us under the 
care and p6wet of thy Grace, and the 


| teachidps ef thy Spirit, that! we may; b be 


hy 


II. 
ac 
r- 


a- 


made wiſe ahd Holy. 

[ Peiition and Penis #} Teach us thy 
ways, O Lord, and let ds grow in all uſeful 
knowledge: Halt chou not promiſed to 
give Widom te them that afk it ef 'thed, 
and t tes ehe thy ways to che doe 


eee e gel 


6 3 do- 
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tures defiled with fin? How unworthy 
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Or. thus} Save us from the power of 
every Temptation, for we are weak in 
our ſelves, and cannot ſtand without the 
aids of thy Grace. Keep our hearts by 
thy power, for our own care and watch- 


ſulneſs are not ſufficient for our ſafety if 


God for ſake us. If chou leave us, O Lord, 
we periſn 

[Or thus.] Beſtow all needful bleſſings 
on us: O! Lord, for time and eternity: 


Has not thy Son purchaſed them with his 


own blood? And have we not encourage- 


ment to dope for thee when we aſk ü in his | 


DARE [5 Th. V. 

[Or thus:] We are weak Key worthleſs | 
creatures, yet deliver and ſave us for thy 
name ſake: Thy Power and Grace will 


ſhine the more gloriouſſy in our ſalvation : | | 


Haſt thou not ſaved many a ſinner, as 
worchleſs and as weak as we are} 1, 21, 


- 4 Petition, and Thankſgeving.) 


thou. baſk 
1115 I 


tenen en. r the eamferts £ 
belt ow on us A Iſo 0 races © 


r 'and the Ves 15 lr 
eme. . 


ord, while! 
we bleſs thee from = ſouls, for the many 
and undeſeryed inſtaners ot thy mercy | 
which we have received, we preſent our 
humble petit ons for new favours: and 


Hecbze We; praiſe che, O God, that 


 # . 
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In this manner may young Chriſtians learn 


10 vary their methods of Prayer, and to ſuit 


Ibeir Adbrations; Confeſſions, Petitions, 


Pleadings and Thankſgivings to all parti- 
cular caſes in their daily devotions, or on 


' ſpecial occaſions : Of which laſt I have given 


many inſtances in the following compoſures, - 


Examples of Prayer on various Occa- 
Deve 00 V0) 72717, Gong: 5 3 155 
I. Before reading the Scriptures, © © 

| ure 


| 081 LL my thoughts away, O Lord, 


from the things of this world, and 
compoſe them to attend to thy holy Word. 
I praiſe thy name that thou haſt put into 
my hand this beſt of books, which was 
written to make us wiſe ts ſalvalion; yet 
I entreat thee, O God, leave me not to 
read it without the inſtructions of thy ho- 


ly Spirit. Teach a Child to underſtand 


thy word, ſo far as is needful for me, and 
! help me to draw ſuch uſeful meditations 
| from it, as may make a pious impreſſion 
on my ſpirit, and may render me wiſer 


and better for Chriſt's ſake, Amen. 
TORT 3,18 On going io Scbool. 


3 


1 Leſſed God, thou haſt appointed u 
D0 in our younger years, ſ0 be under Tu- 
ters and Gavernars:- Encline me, I pray 
8 1 thee, 


þ 80 on ſpecial Occaſions. 


tions and 


the fake. of my gear, and bleed Sov | 


Qur. Amen. is eil wi. 51 42 | 


EN 


thee, to ſubmit willingly to their inſttuc- h 
reproofs, and make me grow 
daily in ſome profitable knowledge of the 
things of God and man. Bleſs my 
Teachers, and all their labours in my 
education: But be thou my chief Teacher, | 
and train me up to ſome uſefulneſs in this ripe 
world, and to eternal life in the world to Teſt 
come, for the ſake of Chriſt thy den or 
Son. Amen. the 
in. Upon leaving. a Father? 5 Houſe or 


I Ince I am called to leave the houſe of | | tht 
| my. earthly, Parents, and they cannot | v. 
me and take care ot me daily as they | |, 


gs 25, Lord, I deſite more particu- | _. 
larly to put my ſelf f under the care of | if 


thee, my heavenly Father: Whatſosver I. 
I want let me run to thee, and: find thee 1 
my Helper and my Almighty Friend, for in 


TV. Upon ente ing into um new 70 of Zen. | 
ning, whether Reading, W Hting, Arb. | 
melict, or work of any kind. W 

God of Wiſdom and Grace, bleſs 

all; my diligent endeavours" gain || i 

egree of | 

VEN and skill in chofe things 

a Which, 
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bhich I take in hand, as may fit me for 
that ſtate ot life in which thy good Pro- 
vidence ſhall place me 5 Suffer me not to 
trifle away my time; but let me treaſure 
up that learning in my youth, which may 
be a ſupport or a comfort to me in my 
| riper, 7 fly And I beg for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that none of my other ſtudies 
or labours may tempt me to neglect 
the knowledge or practice of Religion, 
or turn my heart aſide from God, or the 
| things of heaven. Amen. 


V. On a ſenſible Im eg of Knowledge 
| | In Revigtan,: e 

0 W happy is it for me, © 1070 
| God, that I haye been taught be- 
| ||rimes to know thee the Maker of all 
| things, and thy Son Jeſus Chriſt,” the only 
Saviour of ſinners ! I give thanks to thee 
for my Teachers, for all their inſtrucklons, 
and for thy bleſſing upon them. 1 praiſe 
thee that I have been enabled to under- | 
- | ſtand and remember the chief Principles ö 
hof Religion. Let me daily know. more ! 
3 of thy holy will, and make me chear full 
nin the performance of every duty asſoor! | 
as I know it: Let me never ſin againſt my | 
knowledge, but improve all that Þknow 

1) Bs to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


- Ws 


82 


an feria! Otcafions. 
to thy glory and my everlaſting benefit, 


oy the Bice of Jeſus my Mediator. men. | 05 
| VI. In Reading. ie 


Give thanks to thy mercy, O Lord 6 
that I have been taught to read, ſo det 


that I can make uſe of thy holy word, in Wa 


order to learn theway to ſalvation and e- the 
ternal life thereby. Bleſſed be thy name ma 
that I was not bred up in utter ignorance Ch 
as too many Children have been, to their 
der 1 in this world, and the 
anger of their ſouls in the world to come. 
O ſuffer me not to abufe this part of if * 
8 and to vaſte my time in read Nu 
4p ang idle . ſtories, or fooliſh, and pra 
bee Jeſt ; Pele me alight. to read} ma 
5 word and Books of uſctul Knowled 86 * 
Virtue and Piety, that may turn to 5 
account hereafter, tot the ſake 25 
Chriſt my Lord. Amen. e e ing 
517470 1 Al In Writing. At br 
acknowledge thy goodneſs, O. Lord, f 
that I have learnt to handle the Pen 
of the Writer: Let it be a pleafure to me 
to fer down what j remember of thy word, I 
when thy Miniſters preach to us the Gol. 


pel of Chriſt. And do thou inſtruct me ng 
how to write down my. ſins and thy mer4i, 
2 Cies, ; 
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cies, chat I may not forget what thou haſh 
done ſor me, and what l have done againſt 
thee. 110g L 9ltcw 8a, 

Suffer me not to abuſe my Pen, and 

4 Cefile it by writing what is prophane, 

anton or wicked: vel this {kill which 
thou haſt given me, be ſanctified, that it 


e may turn to thy glory and my goed, for 


e (Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 

ir 7 vIII. In Hrithmetick, 

0 God, whoſe knowledge is infinite, 
* > and whoſe mercies are innumerable; 
f jt thou giveſt me” any ſteilh in the 'Acre-of 
I-| fhbers; let me uſe it with care and 
d Exaceriefs; with faithfulneſs and honeſt yi; 
a nd let mel never commit ſuchimiſtakes, 
8 to do f injury to my ſelf or others. Above 
dd, rench-1e, for Chriſt's fake, fo ta mumber 
us} 15 Ayr, and to eonſider how ſhort my 
ge; 3 that J may apply my heart iu true' 


bin, ant rife: that eterna! ſtate, 
years innot be numbred. 8 05 


. Tx, in Singing, © 


r givelt me. 4055 15 . 
a, N Lord, to 2 ade gh AY 5 
ol. inging, let ng wicked fe des 


mehy lips; let my memory 101 
er uh gat ans ana Hymns, pa ſirius Songs, 
ies that 


17 


&- 


> — a 
. 
W r ͤ ———— — —f —ů— — — — . —— . — —< * 
* 
» 
= : 


my own ſpirits: And while I glorify. my | 


84 on per ia] Occa fons. 
that I may make melody io uber cviih grace 
in m beart, and at the ſame time retreſh | 


God with my tongue on earth, let me grow ti 
daily ficter to ſing the ſongs of Puradiſe, i 
Salvation, honour and glory io Cod the Father, 
bo ſits upon 'the throne,' aud to Jeſus be ; 
Lamb of God, for over 1055 "Eres | Ns: 


1 
"4 111 2710 


* # In any Mort. kel 


AReat God, who art . in coun- in ſ 
el and excellent in working, thy word tior 


| has told us that thou teacheſt the huſband- rene 


man to open and to break the ground with for 
his plough, to ſow his ſeed, and to gather X 
and threſh out his corn, I praiſe thee, P 
who giveſt me alſo knowledge and capa- 6 
city to perform any uſeful buſineſs in this that 
life. May my hands be never engaged inf ar 
the ſervice of ſin or Satan, nor let me de- me n 
light in Noth and idleneſs, leſt I be expoſedſtand 
to the temptations of the Devil. Shew hing 
me how I may be always employ'd inſreafe 
ſomething ſerviceable to God or my ſelf y G 
or my fellow creatures; and may all myſid v 
labouts be attended with thy bleſiag, foe me 
ah fake bf Ze Chriſt. Amin.” 1 
g He 


7 1 1 . 9 * 


12 — * * « ” 
, , - D eq#Y 1 Þ 
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| XI. On taking any Recreation. 
| Racious God, thou knoweſt how 
frail our natures are, and that ſome- 
times we need to have our ſpirits and our 
limbs refreſhed in this manner in our 
| childiſh ſtate : Guard me, O Lord, from 
| fin. amidſt my ſports, and let me ſet a 
watch over my words and actions, that I 


ö 


may not offend thee or hurt any of my 
fellows, nor waſte too much of my time 
in ſporting. May this and every recrea- 
q tion tend to the health of my body, and 
render me afterward fitter for every duty, 


h for Chriſt Feſus ſake. Amen, | 
r XII. On ſenſible improvement in Stature. 
e J Praiſe thee, O heavenly Father, that! 
a- enjoy ſuch a meaſure, of health, and 
s that thou makeſt me grow toward the ſtate 
indf a man [or woman] in this world. Suffer 
e-me not to continue {til] a child in under- 
edſtanding, nor let my Soul decay in the 
ewſhings of Religion, while my body in- 
iffeaſes in ſtature. Bur thro” the aids of 
elf hy Grace let me do as my bleſſed Saviour 
myſid while he was a Child here on earth, 
toFt me grow in ſtature and wiſdom, and in 

vour with God and Man: Now he dwells 
Heaven above Men and Angels: To 
m be glory for ever and ever. Amy. 


= 


0 H XIH, Upon 


on ſpecial Occaſions. 35 
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XIII. Upon leaving off old Garments, and | 


putting on new, 


S I now put off my old garments be- | 


cauſe I have worn them long enough, 


ſo help me, O Lord, to put off my follies 


and ſins, becauſe I have lived in them too | 


long already. And as new raiment is pre- 


par'd for my body, ſo let my ſoul be re- 


new'd after thy Image, and let me be 
cloathed with righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lineſs, Let me remember alſo that I muſt 
ere long put off this body like an old gar-| 
ment, and leave it in the grave: O may 


my Soul be prepared then to put on the; 


robes of glory that thou haſt provided for 


them that love thee, that I may dwell 
with thee in thy Kingdom, for Jeſus 


Cbriſt's ſake. Amen. 


XIV. Another on the ſame Occaſion. 


Thank thee, O Lord, who provideſt for 
me change of raiment: Tho' I am 


[ 


reſt in new apparel, ſuffer me not to be 


F 


mac 


ſent 


proud of it; nor let me think better of my My 
ſelf becauſe I am finer than I was, or be- Wat 
cauſe my clothes make a better ſhow than Chic 
ſome of my fellows: Teach me, O Lord,j one 


that Knowledge and Goodneſs are therbeſthof n 


adorning, and let me ſeek to excel other: thy 
| 2 | y as 


— 
as 


\ 
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in theſe things, that I may be more lovely 
and pleaſing in thy ſight, for the ſake of 
my bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


XV. On going a Journey. 

Reſerve me, O Lord, in all my ways, 
and whereſoever I go guard me with 
thy hand that no evil may befal me, All 
places are under thy eye, and I deſire every 
where to remember that God ſees me. 
Make my preſent journey pleaſant and 
comfortable, and let me conſider that I 
am always travelling thro” this world to- 
wards death and eternity : and when the 
journey of my life is ended, let me arrive 
at the gates of Heaven, and be admitted 

there for Jeſus's ſake. Amen. 


| XVI. Alter a ſafe Journey. 

LD Raiſe is due to thee, O my God, my 
or guide and my preſerver ! Thou haſt 
m made my travels eaſy and ſafe ; thou haſt 
be ſent thy holy Angels to guard me in all 
ny My ways, and thy kind Providence has 
5e. watch'd over me to defend me from miſ- 
an} chief. Thou haſt kept all my bones, not 
d. hone of them is broken, Thou art the God 
eſt}of my life, my ſafety and my comfort; to 


erltky name be everlaſting honour. Amen. 
it | H 2 XVII. En- 


„ere 


— 


15 
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XVII. Enguiring after a Trade or a Profeſſion, 
ORD, fince thou haſt appointed eve 


one to be engaged in ſome buſineſs 


in this world, direct my friends to chuſe 
a proper employment for me. Does not 
thy word inform me that ſeveral of thy 
Apoſtles were fiſhermen, that Paul was a 
maker of tents, and even thy holy Child 
Jeſus was called a Carpenter? I would 
alſo be employ*d in ſome honeſt labour or 
buſineſs. 
that calling which may be moſt for my 
benefit in this world, and may at the ſame 


time be no hindrance to me in the things 


of religion, and in my way to heaven. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, *tis a matter of 
great importance; help me to conſider 


that *tis a choice for the whole courſe of 


my life; counſel me by thy wiſdom, and 
let thy Providence determine every thing 
for thy honour and my advantage, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. Amen. 


X VIII. For a Child or Youth in Apprenticeſhip. 


ET thy preſence be with me, moſt 
gracious God, in the ſtation and fa- 
mily where thou haſt placed me, Keep 
me from the many ſnares and temptations 
that attend youth on all ſides in this ſinful 


Let my heart be enclined tof 


heay 


| ſery 


COUT, 
thy. 


fulfi 
WE 


Age. 


5 n 

. , p 

1 I” 7 
TY. 


— 


_£AS. A... . 
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Age. Let me ſet a daily watch upon all 


my ways, that I may not offend thy Ma- 
| Jeſt y 


. Make me firſt faithful to God, and 
then to my Maſter, even when I am not 
in his ſight: Let me ſo fill up every part 
of my time, and manage the concerns in- 
truſted with me in ſuch a manner, that I 
may not be afraid to be called to account. 
And grant, O Lord, that I may be ſo 
well acquainted with the proper buſineſs 


of my calling, and find ſuch favour in the 


ſight of men, that I may hereafter become 


more uſeful in the world, and glorify thee 


in my following courſe of life, for the ſake 


of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Amen. 


XIX. For a Child or Youth at Sea. | 
Lorious and Almighty God, who 

| haſt appointed me by thy Provi- 
dence 10 go down to the Sea in a ſhip, and io 
do buſineſs in the great Waters, help me to 


take notice of the works of the Lord, and. 


bis wonders in the deep. When I view the 
heavens. which thou haſt made, and ob- 
ſerve the Sun and the Stars whereby our 
courſe of Sailing is directed, let me adore 
thy greatneſs, who cauſeſt the Sun to 
fulfil his daily circuit, who numbereſt all, 


) 
8 
I 


N bag Kars, aud calleſt tbem by their names. 
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Bleſſed Saviour, who didſt often travel 
by Sea when thou cameſt down to viſit us 
here on Earth, I would commit my ſelf to 
thy care amidit all the winds and the waves, 
for thou canſt ſay to them all, Peace, be ſtill, 
and the ſtormy winds ſhall obey thy word. 

Keep me from all thoſe Temptations 
and thoſe wicked ways which I may be in 
danger of in this fort of life : and in what- 
ſoever part of the world I am, let me not 
venture upon any ſinful practice, but al- 


ways remember that a holy God hath his 


eye upon me, and his hand will find me out. 
Bring me ſafe to the port to which I am 


ſailing at this time: and whenſoever thou 
ſhalt ſee. fit to call my Soul away, whether | 


it be by Sea or Land, let it be taken up 
to dwell in Heaven with God and with my 
bleſſed Redeemer, to whoſe Name be all 
honour and praiſe for ever. Amen. 


= XX. For tbe Children of the Rich. 


in the midſt of Plenty, and given me 


Friends who provide for me ſuch a variety | 


of comforts in this life: Grant that J may 


not forget God the giver of all good things. 


Though 


T Adore and bleſs thy good Providence, 
O Lord, who haſt brought me forth | 
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Though thou feedeſt me with the fine 
of the wheat, and arrayeſt me in richer 
apparel than others, yet let me remember 
that Tam made of the ſame fleſh and blood 
as the "pooreſt child on earth, and that 1 
have the ſame ſinful nature which belongs 
to all the Children of Alam: Suffer me not 
therefore to be proud and high- minded, to 
exalt my ſelt above others, or look down 
upon them with a ſcornful eye, nor let 
my lips ſcoff at them, but teach me to 
pity the poor, and to relieve them according 
to my ability with prudence and diſcretion. 

Make me careful to grow rich in good 
works, and to encreaſe more in knowledge 
and in every virtue, ſince I have greater 
advantages than others: Let me not truſt 
in uncertain riches, which do (as it were) 
take wings and fly away ; but let me endea- 
vour to ſecure thoſe heavenly treaſures 
which will abide for ever, for the ſake of 
\ Feſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


XXI. For the Children of ibe Poor. 

Oſt high God, who att the wiſe 
LV 4 Ruler and Diſpoſer of all thy crea- 
| tures, I defire humbly to ſubmit to thy 
Providence, who haſt ſeen fit to place me 
and my father's houſe in a low eſtate in this 
n world: 
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world: Help me to remember that Fefus 
Chriſt thy well beloved Son was willing to 
be born and brought up in a poor and 
mean condition: and let me not be impa- 
tient of that State which our Saviour him- 
ſelf endured, who, though be was rich, yet 
made himſelf poor for our ſakes. 

Save me, I pray thee, from the temp- 
tations which attend Poverty : Let me 
not envy the Rich, nor grow uneaſy, be- 
cauſe I ſee other Children better fed and 
better cloathed than I am. I would bleſs 
thee from my heart, for that thou pro- 
videſt any Food and Raiment for me, to 
keep me from Hunger and Cold, Suffer 
me not to covet what belongs to others, 
and much leſs to put forth my hands to 
the money or goods of my neighbour to 
ſteal or pilfer from him. 

Make me content under my circum- 
ſtances, and diligent in my daily learning 
or work, nor ever let me want what is ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport my life. The leſs I 
have here on earth, make me the more 
careful to ſeek after a treaſure in heaven, 


and bring me ſafely in thy time to | 
the poſſeſſion of it for Chriſt's ſake. | 


Amen, NIE 15 


XXII. For 


o 
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XXII. For Children in middle Circum- 
ſtances. 


Hat abundant reaſon have 1. 0 
Lord, to honour thy Wiſdom, 
ad the Goodneſs of thy Providence, that 
thou haſt placed me and my Father's 


houſe in the middle circumſtances of this 
life; that I am not poſſeſt of fo great 


Riches as might make me grow high 
minded and forget God, and that I am 


not ſo poor as to lie under any teinptation 


to ſteal], in order to provide me Food or 
Raiment. 


While I behold other Children richer 
than I, let this make me humble : While 
I fee others poorer than I, let this make 


me thankful: Enable me, O Lord, to 


mind the daily buſineſs and labour of life 
to which thou calleft me, and to do good 


to others as far as I am capable. Carry 


me ſafe thro' all the dangers of this 
world, till I am prepared for a better ſtate 
in the world to come, for the ſake of thy 


dear Son Jeſus my Lord and Saviour, Amen, 
XXIII. For a Child or Youth at Service. 


is thy good pleaſure, O Lord, that 
II I ſhould become a Servant to others: 


in 


— 2 


— 


94 Examples of Prayer 


in this world ; but let me always remem- 
ber that my firſt and chief bufineſs is to 
ſerve and pleaſe thee. Make me diligent 
and faithful in the work that is appointed 
me, even when my Maſter and Miſtreſs 
are abſent 3 and let me neither do them 
wrong, nor conſent to it, nor conceal any 
wrong that is done to them. May I be- 
have my ſelf in ſo humble, ſo wile and fo 
becoming a manner toward all, that I 
may gain the love and eſteem of all that 


know me, and be at laſt approved of thee | 


my Maker and my Judge, and be accept- 


ed unt o eternal life, for the ſake of Chriſt I 


. 


my Saviour, Amen. 


XXIV. A Prayer againſt natural Fears. 


Leſſed God, who art the guard and 
defence of thoſe that love thee, de- 
Iiver me from this weakneſs of nature, 


this vain and fooliſh fear which ſo often 


diſquiets me. Do I not read in thy word 
that tbe Righteous is bold as a Lion? AndI 
hope I am willing to be made righteous, 
and to do the will of God: why then ſhould 
T be afraid? Haſt thou not invited thoſe 
that are fearful to put their confidence in 
thee? Help me to fear thee, and to truſt 
in thee, and then I need not fear what 

any 
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any creature can do againſt me, Where- 
ſoever I am, let me believe that God is 
with me, and let me not be afraid of all 
the powers of darkneſs, nor of death it 
ſelf, ſince Feſus Chriſt my Saviour has ſub- 
dued them all: To whom be glory and 
praiſe everlaſting. Amen. 


| XXV. Againſt Frowardneſs, Odſtinacy, and 


— e (Þ bw ww FVY aw &f W 


* Vices of Children. 


God, who art the fountain of all 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, thou haſt 
made me a reaſonable creature, and tho? 


1 am but a Child, I pray, that reaſon 


may direct all my actions. Let not foo- 
liſh humours and idle fancies rule and go- 
vern me, but let all my deſires and all ya. 


| paſſions be ſubject to reaſon. 


Grant that I may never be uneaſy or 
fretful at the happineſs of others, nor re- 


joice in any miſchief that befals them. 


Suffer me not to be. froward or peeviſh, 
quarrelſome or ſpiteful among my fel- 
lows: Make me meek and humble, and 
let me rather yield in many things than 
contend by angry words or blows: If I 
am injur?d, let me not revenge my ſelf, 
but make my complaint to thoſe who are 
ſet over me. | 7 

Nor 
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Nor let me ever be obſtinate and ſullen 
to my Parents and Governors, but always 
hearken to advice, and obey thoſe who 
are wiſer than I, May 1 grow in Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs as I grow in years; 
may I ever act as becomes a creature of 
reaſon, a child of God, and a follower of 
Jeſus Chriſt his beſt beloved Son, whom 
I deſire to love and honour and imitate 
here on Earth, and be made like him for 


ever in Heaven. Amen, ; \ 
XXVI. After ſome particular and grievous 
Sin. 


Tn Jeſus my Saviour, whither 
ſhould I go but to thee, who cameſt 
down from Heaven to ſeek and fave loſt 
Sinners ? I have broken the law of God, 
and have ſinned grievouſly againſt my 
conſcience : but I deſire to be aſhamed 
before thee, and to have my heart broken 
under a ſenſe of my folly. O that I might 
be reconciled to God by the virtue of thy 
bloody death and thy proveiliens inter- 
ceſſion 
Accept, O Lord God, a repenting ſin- 
ner; forgive all my offences, and parti- 
cularly this new tranſgreſſion, and make 
me very watchful for time to come. 


Keep | 
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Keep me by thy grace from repeating my 
treſpaſſes; and preſerve me to thy heavenly 


Kingdom for Solas s ſake. Amen, _ 
XXVI, After ſome ſerious impreſſions in 


aà Sermon. 

Bleſs FUR name, O Lord, who haſt 
made thy word reach my heart. How 
many Sermons have I heard careleſly, and 
forgot them entirely? O let me not for- 
get What J have heard this day, but let 
thy holy Spirit refreſh my memory, and 
keep the thoughts of it lively upon my 
Spirit. [ Here ihe Child ſhould mention ſome 
particulars of the Sermon in Prayer, which 
were moſt affetting.] Let me love thee more 
than ever; let me hate fin more than ever: 
Let thy work of Grace be carried on upon 
my Soul till I am become a new Creature, 
a ſincere Chriſtian 3 and let every Sermon 
that I ſhall hear for time to come, help for- 
ward this bleſſed work of my falyation, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Ane, 

Obſerve here, that. in the following Eximples. of 


prayer relating to the events that occur n a Family, 
1 bave been conſtrain d to uſe expreſſion» erhich ave 
very general, tbat I might include a variety of Caſes. 
1: evould be endleſs. and 1 to enter 1 paxti- 

eulgrs, The. Child may ught to add or 4 lier a few 
words, and to expreſs Tk If more particular) ſutting 
the e Qcoaſiop.. 


XX VIII 
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XX VIII. At the Birth of a Brother or Sifter, 
or any new Relation coming into a Family,” 
Lord God our Creator, who makeſt 
Families increaſe like a flock, ſince thy 
Providence has given me a new Relation, 
let him, [her] become a bleſſing to our 
family. Help me to love him [her] as [ 
ougbt, and ſo to carry it toward him [her) 
that I. may fulfil my proper duty: And 


let me be always accepted of thee thro? | 


Feſus Chriſt, who loved us, and was once 
born into this world a young Child, that 


he might be related to us and ſave us. May 


his name be praiſed for evermore. Amen. 
XXIX. On any Calamity in a Family. 

' Lorious God, thou art the all-wiſe 
J Governor of this world, and ſeeſt it 
needful to afflict us at this ſeaſon : Thou 
haſt ſuffered a heavy calamity to fall upon 
my Father [Mother, Brother, Siſter, Sc. 
and we are all concern'd in the general 
forrow, I pray thee, teach us all to take 
due notice of thy hand, and to lie humble 
before thee: Let fin grow more hateful 
to us, which is the common cauſe of at- 
fliction. Sanctify our preſent diſtreſs, that 
eur hearts may be made better by it: 


forgive the ſins that have provoked thy 


Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, and remove our ſorrows. Let 
me gain ſome good to my ſoul in my 


younger years, by ſuch ſore and painful 


troubles; and by all thy methods of Pro- 
vidence and Grace let me be train'd up to 
thy heavenly Glory for our Redeemer's 
ſake. Amen. , 
XXX. On Sickneſs in a Family. 


"1 Reat and everlaſting God, we are 
I feeble dying creatures; our health, 


our ſtrength, and all our comforts, de- 


pend entirely on thee: When thou ſendeſt | 


ſickneſs; no medicines can remove it with- 
out thy bleſſing : I entreat thee therefore, 
bleſs the medicines * that are uſed for the 
recovery of my dear Father, [Mother, 
Brother; Siſter, &c.] from this diſtemper. 
Let not this ſickneſs be unto death, but 
let him [her] live ſome years longer to 
do thee ſervice in the World. May our 
bleſſed Redeemer, who heal'd ſo many 
ſick perſons when he was here on earth, 
command the diſeaſe to depart and it ſhall 
depart, for his Word is almighty z and 


let the whole Family rejoice in thy good- 


neſs, and give thee all honour and praiſe. 
Amen. ELSE UMICES. | 
Aton 12 XXXI. 
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XX XI. On the Recovery of thoſe that' are fick, 
A LL glory de given to thy name, 
_ 0 Lord, 1 12 the mu tos ard 
powerful Phyſician. Thou didit hearken 
to the requeſts of our Family, and heal 
my dear Father Mother, Brother, Siſter, 
Sc.] when he [ ſhe] was ſmitten with fick- 
neſs, and brought very low, Let me ever 
remember that thou art a! God hearing 
Prayer, and truſt in thee at all times. Let 
me call upon thee'in a day of diſtreſs, and 
let all our lips be filled with thy praiſes. 
C 
XXII. On Dealb in @ Family. | 
il MIR high and moſt holy God, who 
liveſt for ever, thou haſt, ſęen fit 
to ſend death into the midſt of us, and haſt 
taken away my dear Father [ Mother, 
Brother, Siſter, Sa] out of the land of 
ee Living. As it is a vety awful ftroke, 
let it be made profitable to us, and 
- Wectually teach us ſome leſſons of holineſs. 
May each of us have our hearts more taken 
off from theſe dy ing comforts, and let each 
of us be quickned to prepare for our own 
death, and our appearance before God. 
O that I may remember my Creator in 
the days of my youth, and ſet about the 
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work of Religion with more diligence than 
ever! May I ſincerely repent of my ſins, 
and have a true faith in the Son of God. 
Give me a good hope of the pardon of fin, 
and ſome plain marks of a Child of God 
upon me, that I may meet death without 
fear, and be ready to follow my departed 
Friends whenſoever thou calleſt me; and 
bring me at laſt to dwell with them in the 
world of perfect holineſs and perfect hap- 
inefs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt my 
ord. Amen. | 


XXXIII. The Child's Prayer for himſelf in 
3 His own Sickneſs. 


F OOK down upon me in mercy; O 

4 moſt gracious God, and pity me un- 
der the fickneſs which thy hand has ſent. 
Conſider my affliction and my pain, and 
forgive all my ſin. Even the iniquities 
and follies of my Childhood, deſerve all 
the ſmart, and ſorrow that I feel, and 
ſhouldeſt thou puniſh me according to the 
greatneſs and the number of my ſins, my 
miſery would be far greater than it is: 
But there is Mercy with thee and par- 
doning Grace. thro? the merits of thy Son 
Feſus, and this is all my hope. Support 
my feeble ſpirits N bear what thou layeſt 
VAX. 3 on 
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on me, and comfort my heart with thy 
word. Remove the diſtemper and heal 
me, O Lord, that I may od thee 1 
ſervice in this life: . 

Vet in every fickneſs I U be! inves 
pared tor dying: Tho'l have been bye 
a little while in this world, thy Grace can 
fit me and make me willing to go out of it. 
Whether Ilive 1 let me nee for 
ever, 4 e f 


. $.T'\ 


XXXIV. On l his navy frow iche. 


OW mall J render thee fufficient 
H thanks and praifes, O Lord my 
d;>for: thy new mercies? Thü h 

eaſed m gain, thou haſt healed my dil- 

eaſe, thbwthaſt reſtored me to ſome mea- 
ſave of ſtrength: Since life is given me 
anew; let me not return to my old fins, 
leſt I/ provoke thee to ꝓuniſh me more ſe- 
vetely . Smcy thou haſt not cut me off 


by death, but haſti given longer time for 


Tepeatabce; let me not (trifle. that time 
away in childiſh follies, but live to the 
-honour of that God, who has ſpared 
me, for the _ = my bleſſed Saviour. 
nne gon VI. 145.21 2113 * . ern * 
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papa Farid Child who bas: of nes 
bis : »Motber,: or hbz. 0 

＋ > LOU, O Lord, haſt beit in all 
1 ages che Fathür of the fatherleſs, 
and thy compaſſlons are more tender than 
the love of a mother ; to thee therefore” | 
come daily, and deſtre 1 put my ſelf un- 
der thy heavenly care re; fince I have Toft 
one {both} f ty eartmiy Fatents. Thy 


mercy can do mere for me than parents 


can, ever do for their moſt beloved Off- 
ſpring. Let me not be expoſed to the 
wants, the miſchiefs and the dangers that 
wan) Children have been expoſed * 
want of Friends to breed them up. Do 
thou, '© Lord, train me up in''t y fear 
ah! love. Let Jens. Chriſt my ue 
Saviour take charge of me, and carry m 

fafely'thro* this world, till Lam broaght 
te che houſe of my heavenly Father; where 
ThalVhbriout and re bim forever. Armen, 


I High wot LOW. 21 
XN Vi. Thats for a raliginys Education. 
Tam great is the Bleſſing thou haſt 
bveſtow'd on me, O Lord God of 
Mercy, that I ſhould be brought forth 
into chis , orld in a CHriſian Nation, and 
not amotig wild n where the word 
of God is nor kngwn'l.' How ſhall I praiſe 


20 thee | 


„ —B OE CI I 


104 Examples of Prayer 
thee. enough that I was born in a Proteſtant 
Country, and not among ignorant and 
cruel: Papiſts, where the pegple are not 
ſuffer'd to read the Bible in their own lan- 
guage! How can I ſufficiently admire 
thy. Goodneſs, that, I have enjoy'd the 


Bleſſing of religious Parents [or Friends] | 
who have rrain'd me up in the knowledge 
of the only true God and; his Son Jeſus | þ 
Chriſt, — rom my youngeſt years have II 
taught me the ways of truth and holineſs, 


which lead to heaven? What ſhall I render 
to the Lord for theſe peculiar favours ?., 

I praiſe thee with my lips and with my 
heart, that I have jnot been ſuffer'd to 


wander in the ſtreets among the Children 


who grow up in wickedneſs; that I have 
not. been bred up jin Families where the 
dreadful voice of ſwearing and curſing: is 
heard; but that my dwelling has. beep 
where the name of God is honoured, and 
his worſhip is performed, How ſhall I 


beer 
eat 


anſwer it, O Lord, if I abuſe ſuch advan- | ip 


tages, and fotſake the ways of God? Grant 


ont 


me thy Grace, that I may learn the leflons O 1 
of Holineſs and Goodneſs which are taught org 
me by. the inſtructions and the example of gd 
my Parents [or Friends] and lead: me in Fav. 
thoſe ways to eferlaſting life, n Pray 
9313 of! 
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of Chriſt Jeſia aur Saviour, who reigns at 
thy right hand for ever andever. Amen, 
XXXVII. Thanks for the continuance of the 
Life of Parents. 


K Tx fort defires'fo praiſe tes 0 


VI moſt merciful Father, that thou 


haſt not only given me ſuch Parents, who 


have been careful to provide for me What 


Iwant; but that thou haſt lengthned aut 
their life ſo long, till they have ſeen me 
thus far advanced in my Education: I bleſs 
thee from my heart, that thou haſt not 


made me a fatherleſs Child, nor taken away 
my Mother in my Infancy; bur that I 


have had ſo many wife Inſtructions, To 
[many kind Reproofs, 'and ſo many ſerious. 


Counſels and Warnings from them, during 


all my years of Childhood and Folly. = 
While other unhappy Children have 


deen early deprived: of their Parents by 


eath, and been expoſed to many hard- 


ſhips and dangers, I haveenjoy'd che long 
ontinuance of this invaluable bleſſing, 


O Lord, preſerve their lives yet longer; 
orgive all my offences againſt them and 
gaimſt thee ; bleſs them wich thy choiceſt 


Prayers on my account, with thy Grace 
8 here, 


avours, and town their Cares: andahtir 


truſt, and to whom be everlaſting honour. 
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here, and thy Glory hereafter, for the 
Lord Feſus Cbriſt's ſake. ' Amen, © 


XXX VIII. Prayer for converſion of the 


heart to God, 


| OST holy and moſt merciful God, 
I deſire to lie humble at thy foot, 


Inclinations working daily within me: Let 
my finful heart; be changed by. thy. holy 
Spirit, and let holy diſpoſitions be wrought 
there, 
de ſires be done away, and make me a new 
creature, that I may lay aſide childiſh fol- 


lies and vanities, and become truly ,reli- 


gious in my younger years... Give me ſin- 
cere repentance for all my paſt tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and a hatred of. every ſin for time 
to come; that being converted to God 
betimes, I may. beg in early to love and ho- 
nour thee here, and be prepared for thy 
heavenly kingdom, for the. dear ſake of 
thy beloved Son Jeſus, in whom is all my 


Amen. 
XXXIX. For beiter Ability to pray. 


who doſt not deſpiſe the language of 


Children, but delighteſt to ſee them coming 
to 


becauſe I. was born in Sin, and 1 feel evil 


Let all my old evil affections and 


Leſſed Lord, moſt high and moſt holy, 


of 


— — —— — 
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to bow before thy throne, and ſeek thy 
favour. O may thy holy Spirit inſtru& 
me to pray, and bleſs all .my endeavours 
co learn and practiſe this duty, Let me 
know and adore thy majeſty and'thy mercy : 
Shew me my ſins, and help me to confeſs 
them: Give me a deep and hearty ſenſe 
of my wants both for foul and body, and 
enable me to expreſs them before thee : 
Aſſiſt me to plead with thee for mercies, 
and to truſt in thy love. Raiſe my heart 
to thankfulneſs for all the bleſſings I re- 
ceive, and teach me to offer the ſacrifice 
of praiſe: Let the name of Jeſus be my 
hope, who pleads in heaven for ſuch poor 
Children as I am, even when they know 
not how to pray for themſelves. I defire 
to honour and love him, and give him 
everlaſting praiſes. Amen, 


Of the Lord's Prayer, 


It is ſufficiently evident to me, that the Lord's Prayer 
was given to the Diſciples in the beginning of their 
Chbriſtiantty, partly as a Form of Prayer for their daily 
Uſe, and partly as a Pattern for their Imitation in thoſe 

early days : But ſince it contains in it ſcarce any of the 


„ peculiar revelations of the New Teftament, I am per- 


ſewaded it as never deſigned to be a full and ſufficient 
Form or Pattern after the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of 
Chiild, and the more compleat Revelation of the Goſpel. 

N 4H 


105 Examples of Prayer, &c. 


Te han it las lern uſual to teach it as a Prayer for 
Chil ren, T have hors paraphras'd #t actording to the 
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* 4 Paraphra/c on the CIR Pay er, 
Q-ST merciful Father, who art in 
benven, and. who ſeeſt all, things 


char are done on earth, let thy name be hdl. 


lowed hy all thy creatures, and let me ęyęr 


carry ic towards thee as a great and holy 
God. May thy kingdom come, and be ſet | 


up more univerſally in this world by the 


13 of thy Goſpel: May all nations 


bmit themſelves to thee, and to thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt: Let thy Spirit rule in the 
hearts of men, and thy will be done among 


us o0n-earth, as it is among the angels in 


beaven. Give me ibis day my daily bread, 
and every day of my life beſtow on me 
thoſe things which are neceflary to main- 
tain my health and ſtrength, that I may 
be more capable of ſerving thee. - Forgive 
myZreſpaſſes which have committed againſt 
thee, for the fake of the death and inter- 
ceſſion of thy dear Son; and enable me 
from the heart 10 forgive thaſe zwho haue 
: Ireſpaſſed againſt me. Lead me not into 
 demplation, nor let me run careleſly into 


evil 


danger of ane 3 but deliver me from the 
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evil one, and from all his devices to defile 
and deſtroy my ſoul. For the kingdom and 
government of all things belong to thee : 
Thou haſt power to do whatſoever I aſk 
and all honour and glory are thy due for ever 
and ever. Amen. | 4 * 


A ſerious Addreſs to Children and Youth, 
relating to the great and neceſſary Duty 
of Prayer. 


Dear Children, 


IVE me leave to propoſe to you 

a few ſerious Conſiderations, to awa- 
ken your deſires to ſeek after God, and to 
pray to him in your early years; and if 
you are convinced that this 1s your ne- 
ceſſary duty, you will then more readily 
hearken to the Advices that follow. 

I. Conſider who and what God is. 

Have you not been told that he 1s-an 
Almighty Being, who made the heavens 
and the earth, and the fea, and all things 
thatare in them? that he is a Spirit, and 
that he is every where preſent, tho* you 
cannot ſee him? that he knows all things 
'that you do, and that he can do all that 
you deſire of him? that he is holy, and 
hates fin, and yet * he is very good 2 

ul 
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ſull of mercy, even to his ſinful creatures? 
that he 1s the greateſt, the wiſeſt, and 
the beſt of Beings ; and does he not expect 


you ſhould love and honour him, who is 
ſo great and ſo good? Does he not re- 


i 


quire that you ſhould praiſe him for his 


. glorious nature, and for his wonderful 


works? or have you learnt to know him 


in vain? 


And is he not your heavenly Father who 
gave you a being? Did he not make you 
to love, and ſerve, and worſhip him? 
And how;can you pretend to ſerve and love 


him, if you never pray to him? Could 
vou but ſee him, Children, you would 


be 
LY 
= 
2 * K 
S 5 
. man . 
N » 


think him the molt lovely and molt excel- 
Jent of all Beings 3 and ſhould you not then 
be exceeding deſirous to be more acquaint- 
ed with him, and ſeek to obtain his Love? 
II. Confider who and what you are. 

Are you not young Creatures, that a 
few years ago had-no being at all, and 
you cannot preſerve your own lives? and 
is it not of high concern to you to be ac- 
quainted with that God, and to pray to 
him upon whom your very being depends, 
He that made you can deſtroy you. 

And beſides, are you not ſinful Crea- 


| , gures, and have deſerved the anger of 


God? 


A. ſcrious Addreſs to Children, 111 


God? Do not your own hearts and con- 
ſciences tell you that you have done many 
things amiſs, and that you have provoked 
that God who made you to be angry with 
you, and to take away all your comforts? 
And are you willing to continue under his 
anger for ever? Do you know how ter- 
rible is the anger of God, who can make 
you miſerable in this world, and in that 
which is to come? And is he not very 
gracious to call upon ſuch ſinners as you 
are to pray to him? Is it not neceſſary 
therefore that you ſhould come humbly 
before him, and fall down on your knees 
and confeſs your ſins, and entreat him to 
lay his anger aſide, and to love you not- 
withſtanding all your offences? This 
leads me to the third Conſideration i 
III. Conſider what are your Wants. > © 

T hoſe Wants which you take the firſt 
and moſt common notice of, are ſuch as 
relate to your Bodies and your prefent 
Life, which are called temporab wants. 

Do you not ſtand in daily need of Food 
and Raiment, that you may not ſuffer 
ſharp hunger and cold? Do you not Want 
the continuance of your health and your 
eaſe, that you may not pine away with 
fickneſs and pain? Can lyou keep * — 
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ſelves alive, or can any of your friends 
here on earth keep you from dying? Do 
you not know that God is the Author of all 
your comforts, and 'tis on him you depend 
for daily food and clothing, for health; 
and ſtrength, and eaſe, for recovery from 


ſickneſs, and for preſervation from death? 


Tis certainly from God that you muſt 
ſeek all theſe things by Prayer. \ 

Are you not expoſed to dangers every 
day and every night? Do you not want 
the care of God to keep you both night 


and day? to preſerve you from miſchief, 


from fires, from violent and cruel men, 
and from all evils of every kind? And 
ſince you deſerve nothing at the hand of 
God, can you ſuppoſe he will watch over 
you as with his eye, and cover you from 
all evil, as with his hand, if you never call 
upon him, nor aſk his favour? 
But in the next place, do you not know: 


F that you have a Soul as well as a Body, 
2 and that you want ſome ſpiritual Bleſſings 


for your Souls, as well as temporal Bleſſings 


that belong to your Bodies? Let us now 

conſider. what theſe ſpiritual ants are. 
Since you are guilty Creatures, do you 

not greatly want the forgiveneſs of your 


q fins? Have you not been taught that 


Nero your 


| 
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your fins have deſerved gieat and ſore 
puniſhments both here and hereafter ? 
And are you not very deſirous to be de- 
liver*d from this puniſhment? But can you 
expect God will pardon and deliver you, it 
you never pray to him for pardon ? 

And ſince you cannot do any thing to 
make recompence to the great and holy 
God for your offences, how ſpeedily 

ſhould you apply to 7eſus Chriſt the Son of 
God, who now dwells in heaven, and who 
did 6nce here on earth make recompence 
by his death for the ſins and offences of 
men? He is the great Mediator and 
Peace-maker between God and Man? 
How earneſtly ſhould you pray, that you 
may enjoy the benefit of his Mediation, 
and that he may bring you into a ſtate of 
peace with God, and reconcile you to 
him? How ſhould you cry to God that 
he would forgive you, for the ſake of his 
well-beloved Son Zeſus Chriſt ?' Methinks, 
ſince you are ſenſible that you are guilty 
ſinners, you ſhould not be eaſy one day 
without ſeeking to God for mercy and for- 
giveneſs. | 
Remember alſo that tho' your Sins 
were pardoned, yet you have a ſinful na- 
ture in you, ready to offend God again 
121 K 3 con- 
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continually, Do you not find your ſelves 
too ready to commit new Sins? Are you 
not ſoon ready to be angry without a cauſe, 

or to ſtrike others preſently, or to call them 
ill names if they do not act juſt as you 


would have *em? Are you never ready to 


be envious, that is, to grow uneaſy, and 
fret if other Children have better things 
than you? Are you not ready to diſobey 
your Parents or your Governors, or to 
ſpend your time in play when you ſhould 
be at work, or learning your Book? Are 
you not ſometimes inclined to hide your 
faults by telling a lye? Don't you find 
your ſelves too ready to learn evil words, 
or to wiſh evil to others, or take ſome- 
— privately k ſtealth that is not al- 
lowed Job, or to do ſomething that is for- 
bidden? And do you not ſee then how 
much you want to pray for the grace of 
God to keep you from ſin daily? 

And are not your minds tov ionotant of 
God and Religion and heavenly things, as 
well as y qu find your ſpirits' too ready to 
yield to Sin ? Is it not a pleaſure to you 
to think that God has promiſed his own 
holy S pole to inftruct you in the under- 
Tei W holy things, as welt as to help 
Lou kn 8 your dat) boch to God wo 

* man 


-an 


pobr ignorant [ſinful Creatures, ſuch as we 
are: But can you think God will give his 
Grace or his holy Spiritro them who never 
pray to him, or ask him for it? And are 
there not encouragements given by our. 
Saviour himſelf to ſuch requeſts ? Do you 
not read in your Bible, Lake xi. 13. It Fa- 
thers give good” gifts to their Children, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the 
Boly Spirit to them that as hin? 

But beſides your temporal and ſpiritual 
wants, is there not another ſort of bleſ- 
fings that you ſtand in need of, which are 
called arrual- Bonpes rt CC CNT INE 

Do not you know that you cannot live 
here always ? Have you not been taught 
that your body muſt die and be buried, 
and turn to duſt in the grave, and that 
your Soul or Spirit which cannot die muſt 
then go into another world? Have you 
not been told that Jeſus Chrift the Son of 


God who died for ſinners once on earth is 


now gone to heaven, to take care of the 
Souls of his people when they leave this 
world? And do you think Jeſus Chriſt will 
take care of your Soul- when it comes like 
a ſtranger into that other world, if, you 


* 


have not been acquainted with him by be- 


K 
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man? This is a bleſſed promiſe indeed to 
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lieving his word, and if you have not 
committed and betruſted your Soul into 
his hands oy prayer? e Seth 
Lou muſt go to ſtand before God the 
Judge of all when you die; and are you 
repared and fit to ſtand before God if you 
7 not obtained a good hope that God 
loves you, and is reconciled to you? 
There are but two places in the other 
world, and theſe are Heaven and Hell: 
Heaven for the Righteous who love God 
and pray to him, and Hell for the Wick- 
ed who neither pray to him nor love him. 
And can you ever hope that God will ſave 
you from Hell and the Devil, and that he 
will receive you to dwell with himſelf, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt in Heaven, if you 
never pray to him for theſe bleſſings? 
IV. Conſider what your Mercies are. 
How Kindly has God dealt with you in 
this world ? Has he not given you ſuch 
Parents and Friends, who by his order 
provide food and rayment, and houſe and 
ed, and every thing convenient for you ? 
How many poor Children are there that 
want theſe comforts, and are expoſed to 
hunger and cold? Have not your Parents 
and Eriends taken care that you ſhould be 


| taught to read, and ro learn many things 


for 


a 
þ . 
; 0 — © 
5 
on 


A ſerious Addreſs to Children. 117 


for your good both here and hereafter ? 
Do you not know that it was God who 
put it into their hearts, and alſo made 
them able to do it? How many thouſand 
poor creatures are there in this land who 
know nothing of God, and cannot read 
a Word? Is it not God who has made this 
happy difference between you and them ? 
and ſhould you not praiſe him for his 
Goodneſs? Have you not ſeen other 
Children blind, or lame, or crooked, or 
fooliſh? Is it not God who has given.you 
your limbs and your ſenſes? Is it not the 
ſame good God that gives you health and 
peace by night and day; and are you not 
bound to thank him for theſe his mercies?- 
What! would you live like the brute 
beaſts, who eat, and drink, and ſleep, 
and take no notice of the great God from. 
whoſe hand all your bleſſings come? 
Has not God by his good Providence 
cauſed you to be born and bred in Great 
Britain, in a Land where you have learnt 
the knowledge of the true God, and are 
not brought up to worſhip Images of wood 
or ſtone among the Heathen: * Have you 
not the Bible, the book of God, in your 
Hands in Eugli, where you can read of 
God and Cbriſt, and heavenly things? 


| whereas ll 
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whereas the Papiſts breed up their Chil- 
dren without their Bibles, and had you 
been born among them you muſt have 
lived in great ignorance too. And ſince 
you are taught ro know God and the way 
to Heaven, as well as bleſſed with fo 
many Bleſſings here on earth, is not your 
heart full of thankfulneſs to God? And 
how can you refrain from falling down 
upon your knees and praifing the Mercy 
of God, who has done all this for you? 


V. Conſider whay relation you ſtand in ib 


others. 


Have you not a Father and Mother that 


you are bound to honour and love? and 
would you never pray that God would be- 
ſtow his beſt Bleſſings on them, and make 
them live long to breed: you up in his 
fear? Have you not Brothers or Siſters, 
or other Friends and Relations that love 
you? and*have you no Mercies to aſk of 
God for them? Do not your Maſters or 
Teachers, Miniſters or Governors, defire 
that you ſhould pray to God to bleſs them, 
that they may the better inſtruct you in 
the knowledge of all things uſeful for this 
world and that to come. They pray for 
you, and you ſhould pray for them. 


Have 
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Have you not heard of Magiſtrates and ll 
Rulers, who keep all the Town or City, 
and the whole Nation round about you, 
in peace? Have you not heard of our 
mott excellent King George the Second, 
who preſerves the Proteſtant Religion 
among us, and keeps us from being plun- 
der'd and ruin'd by the cruel and bloody 
Papiſts? Have not you heard of our 
molt gracious Queen Caroline, and the 
royal Family of Princes and Princeſſes, 
by whoſe means we hope this Kingdom 
will be for ever preſerved from Popery 
and Slavery? And are you not bound to 
give thanks to God for ſuch a Proteſtant 
King and Queen, and pray for all Bleſſings 
upon them and their royal Houſe for ever? 
And indeed you ſtand fo nearly related 
to all Mankind, that you ſhould ſome- 
times lift up a Prayer to Heaven for them. 
Pray for Heatbens, and Turks, and Jews, 
that they may be turn'd away from their 
follies and errors, and falſe Religions, .and 
be led into the ways of Truth and Ho- 
lineſs, and eternal Peace. And you ſhould 
pray for the nation alſo to which you be- 
long, that we all may be preſerved in 
Peace and Proſperity : And can you not 
find in your hearts to forgive thoſe au 
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have injur'd you, and to lift up one Prayer 
far your enemies, that God would forgive 
them too? This muſt be done if you 
would be Chriſtians indeed. 

Since then, dear Children, there are 
ſuch a multitude of reaſons that oblige you 
to pray to God; ſince you fee *tis your 
conſtant duty, and *tis your higheſt in- 
tereſt if you would be ſafe and happy in 
this world, or the world to come, I would 
perſuade my ſelf you will delay no longer, 
but begin this religious work immediately; 
and I humbly hope and pray that God 
would abundantly aſſiſt and bleſs you 
therein, that you may learn from your 
own experience how ſweet and profitable 
a ng it is to call upon the Name of the 


Lord 


* Tv encourage you herein read an excellent little 
Diſcourſe lately publiſhed, called, The necellity and 
advantages of Cloſet Religion. 


Advices to Children relating to Prayer, 
I. Advice. J F you make uſe of any of theſe 
Prayers, let your Parents or 
Teachers aſſiſt you in chuſing ſuch as are 
proper for your age and your capacity ; 
and be ſure to learn that you underſtand 


every word and ſentence in the. Prayer 
I which 
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which you uſe: If there be any expreſſion 
in it which you don't underſtand, afk your 
friends the meaning of it before you ſpeał 
it to God, that you may not ſpeak words 
like a Parrot who knows not what ke ſays, 
or like the Children of the Papiſts, who are 
raught to ſay their Prayers in Latin, when 
they don't underſtand one word of them. 
II. Advice. Learn the Prayers which 
you uſe by heart as ſoon as you can: For 
hereby you will be able to pray in the 
dark, where you cannot ſee to read: Here- 
by alſo you will learn what is the ſenſe and 
language of a Chriſtian Prayer, and ſo you 
will the ſooner be able to form Prayers for 
our ſelves, and pray to God without ſuch 
rayers compoſed for you; [4-29 S903 


. 


But I would not have you. entirely neg- 


lect or omit praying to God all the while 
you are learning them by heart: For if 
you read them in a very humble, ferious 
and pious manner, God will accept your 
morning and evening worſhip. This is 
far better than to live without Prayer, to 
live as the brute beaſts, who never call 
upon God, | | . 

And indeed when you can repeat the 
Prayers by heart, I cannot think it amiſs 


many times to have the book open near 


I. | you, 


| 
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you, leſt your memory would ſlip. in your 
younger years of Childhood, before you 
are capable of putting in other words of 
your own to ſupply the place of theſe 
words which you have forgotten. 
III. Advice. Seek out a proper time to 
retire alone by your ſelf, morning and 
evening, at thoſe ſeaſons or hours wherein 
$ou have no other neceſſary buſineſs or 
„ TS Th 
* In the Morning T would generally ſay, 
The earlier the better: for if you loſe the 
firſt opportunity, you will often find that 
you will be utterly hindred from praying 
by other things that may happen. Beſides, 
tis beſt to call upon God early, and begin 
the day with Religion, that you may be 
a bleſſing on your ſelf and all your buſineſs 


* And bere 1 would perſuade my ſelf that Parents or 
Maſters, <who take due care of the Souls of Children, 
evould not. only admoniſÞ and encourage them to ſeek 
God in ſecret morning and evening, but <would point 
out a proper place for their retirements, This is eaſily 

done in private Families: And they Pould make ſome 
el ſervationt, whether Children obſerve the ſeaſons or no. 
It ſome Schools I have heard there are certain ſeaſons 
in the day which are call d The Half Hour, which are 
ordain'd on purpoſe for Children to retire ; and if t 
cannot be entirely alone, yet at diſtant parts of tbeir 
Bedchambers they may lift their bearts and their low 
ices to God in worſpip. | 
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that day. Do not begin with the world in 
oy morning before you have been with 
In the Evening, I cannot ſay, the later 
the better : but rather embrace the firſt 
convenient evening hour that offers, * leſt 
you be drowſy. However, *tis much bet- 
ter to pray late, than not to pray at all. 
If at any time you are hindred in the 
morning, be ſure , (if poſſible) that you 
he not hindred in the evening too; But 
the beſt way is to keep pretty nearly the 
ſame ſeaſons every day for your morning 
and evening retirements, if your circum» 
ſtances of life, and the affairs of the Family 
where you live, will allow it. 
Perhaps there may be ſome Children who 
are called to School as ſoon as ever they 
riſe in the morning, or are bound to obey 
ſome other orders in a Family, ſo that they 
cannot find any ſo proper time as noon for 
their retirement: Then letthem uſe chiefly 
the Morning Prayer: But let them not 
content themſelves with praying once 
a-day, if it be poſſible for them to find 
another fir ſeaſon in the Afternoon or 
Evening: And if they are forced to omit 
it once now and then, let it not grow to 
a cuſtom or conſtant practice to omit their 
L 2 Evening 
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Evening Devotions; yet rather pray once 
a day than not at all, N 

IV. Advice. Seek a proper and conve- 

nient place for your ſecret retirements : 
'Tis no matter what or where the place 
be, if it be freeſt from all diſturbance, 
A Bed-chamber is generally a proper place 
for thoſe who have not the , of | 
* cloſets for themſelves, 0 
Be not afraid to go alone by your ſelves, | 
| tho” it may be ſometimes in the dark: | 
| you are going to meet with God, and he | 
is ever near lo them that call upon bim. The ; 
pPreſence of God is an almighty ſecurity | 
and defence againſt all manner of evils that | 
| 


you can ſuſpect or fear. Nothing can ; 
hurt you while God is with you. 
V. Advice. If you have time and con- 
veniency for it in your ſecret Worſhip, : 
read a Chapter or two, and a Plalm before 
you pray. For my part, I could wiſh 
there were ſelect portions of Scripture cho- 
ſen out and printed by themſelves, for 
Children to read in private, that their 
time devoted to religion and worſhip, 
might not be ſpent in ſuch parts of the 
Bible as are of very little uſe to them. 
However, for want of this, I would re- 
F#mmend the Book of Geneſis, and of 
| EX94US, 
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Exodus, as far as the 2oth Chapter, and 


the book of Proverbs, and the four Goſpels, 
with ſome practical Chapters out of the 
Epiſtles, and eſpecially the Book of P/alms, 
to be the chief ſubjects of their reading in 
ſecret in their younger years. The Book. 
of Proverbs abounds in uſeful Leſſons of 
Prudence and Inſtructions of Piety : The 
Book of Pſalms is full of Prayers and 
Praiſes. And let the word of God not be 
read in a ſlight or careleſs, and haſty. 


manner, but with a diligent attention, and 


with an endeavour to remember ſomething. 
of it every day. 


VI. Advice, Leave your buſineſs and- 


your ſports, and all thoughts of them be- 
hind you, when you. retire for dey 4 
Let your Spirit be compoſed to great ſe- 
riouſneſs when you begin to pray. The 
reading of a Chapter will help to compoſe 
your thoughts, and fix them more on di- 
vine things. 
before God in a humble poſture, and re- 
member that you are come into the pre- 
ſence of the great God, that you are going 
to ſpeak to the Majeſty of Heaven, before 
whom Angels worſhip, and at whoſe name 
Devils tremble ; take heed therefore that 


you do not trifle with him, nor take his 
holy; 


3 


4 


Fall down upon your knees 
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holy name in vain, He ſees your heart, 
he knows all your thoughts, and he ob- 
ſerves all your wandrings from him. And 
for your encouragement allo remember, 
that he takes kind notice of every ſincere 
deſire, and every pious wiſh that riſes 
from your heart. 

VIE. Advice, Take heed that you ſpeak 
not any thiag to God in Prayer, which is 
not the ſincere thought and deſtre of your 
own Souls, See to it that your heart agree 
to the words of your Prayer, or elſe do 
not utter them before God. God is a Spirit, 
and he will be worſhipped in Spirit and in 
Truth : He hates a hypocrite, who ſpeaks 
what he does not mean. If there be there- 
fore any ſentence in the Prayer, which is 
not ſuitable to your preſent caſe, or which 
your heart does not agree to, leave it out, 
and ſpeak what is the ſenſe of your own 
heart. 

VIII. Advice, Take notice every day 
what good or evil falls out relating to you, 
and by this means perhaps you will often 
have ſome particular thing in your mind 
to mention before God, which is not ex- 
preſs*d ſo plainly in the words ofthe Prayer; 
it may be ſome ſin to confeſs, ſome ſorrow 
to complain of, ſome bleſſing to deſire, 


or 


own language: The great God who 
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or ſome mercy to give thanks for: Then 
be ſure to {peak it with: freedom in your 


the young Ravens when they cry, will much 
more take notice of the voice and language 
of young Children when they pray to him; 
and he underſtands the meaning of your 
heart, tho' your expreſſions may not be 
ſo proper as you could wiſh. 12H 
This will be the way to learn to pray, 
and gain an ability in time to addreſs God 
in a proper manner without the neceſſity 
of ſuch forms. 725 
IX. Advice. Uſe a low voice in ſecret 
Prayer: It may be ſo loud, that your {elf 
may juſt hear it, but ſcarce loud enough 
for others to hear it in a diſtant part even 
of the ſame room. A ſmall voice will be 
of ſome uſe ro keep your thoughts from 
wandring, but a loud voice may perhaps 
give occaſion for other perſons to charge 
you with hypocriſy, as tho' you practiſed 
your duties on purpoſe to be ſeen and 
heard of men, and to make a ſhew of your 
goodneſs and religion. And yet, 
EX. Advice. If any perſons whatſoever 
take notice of your retiring daily to pray 
to God in ſecret, never be aſhamed of it, 
nor leave off Prayer for fear of being ſeen 


* or 
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or known to be religious. If you. are 
aſhamed of worſhipping, God your hea- 
venly Father in this world, God will be 
aſhamed to own you for one of his Children 
in the world to come. | 

XI. Advice. When ſeveral Children join 
together, and one of them repeats any of 
theſe Prayers, take care that nothing be 
done with rudeneſs and contuſion, bur let 
all decency and gravity be practiſed : Let 
not him that ſpeaks begin till all are come 
in, and have fallen down on their knees; 
and let every one attend to the words ſpo- 
ken, and lift up his heart to God in all the 
ſeveral ſentences ;. that the Prayer of every 
one may. be accepted of God, and that 
| God may delight to anſwer the united 
Prayers of Children, and pour down his 
Bleſſings on ſo religious a Family. 

XII. To ſum up all, I ſhould add in the 
laſt place: Let all. your carriage and be- 
haviour in the world, both toward God 
and toward your Superiors, and toward 
your Fellows, be ſuch as becomes thoſe 
who profeſs Religion, and pray to God 
morning and evening. Let a pious care 
to pleaſe God, and a fear of offending 
him, run thro' all your Speeches and 
Actions, Honour and obey your ge» 

an 
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and Teachers: Love your Brothers and 
Siſters: Be courteous and kind to all; 
Abſtain from all ſinful Works; for your 
Prayers will be uſeleſs if you continue in 
wilful fins : The Prayers of the wicked, Who 
will not repent, are an abomination io the 
Lord. 

Make it appear that your hearts are 
fincere and honeſt in your Prayers to God, 
by endeavouring always to avoid theſe 
ſins which you have confeſt, as well as to 
practiſe thoſe duties in which you have 
pray'd God to aſſiſt you; and let it be 
your daily care to ſeek to obtain all thoſe 
Bleſſings (as far as in you lies) which you 
have aſked God to beſtow upon you. Thus 
while Prayer and Practice go together, 
you will become Chriſtians indeed; you 
will be the comfort and joy of your 
Friends in this world, you will always 
find acceptance with God thro' the Me- 
diation of Feſus Cbriſt, and in the world 


to come be made happy to all eternity. 
Amen. eee 
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iin r I 
M Ghapy IV. The Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God in 
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end Directions to obtain and pre- 
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e Perſuaſive to learn to pray; with 
7s | t. Account of mix'd Prayer, i. e. how to begin 
een this' Duty, by the Uſe of ſome Examples of 
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